ost 
the 


ha 


the 
ter- 
ith- 
1ga- 
d. 


who 
ical 


*ket 
ders 
not 
jong 
hree 
rves 
It 
ated 
also 
well 
ived, 
wur; 
uiled, 
Nan- 


Post 
piety, 
f the 

pro- 

and 
ange 
wus 
| into 
ontri- 
- had 
n toe 
nal, it 
Wasp 


rs un- 
which 
e, the 
short 
nehes 
ties of 
leaves 
falls to 
ceeding 
en the 
3 forth 


public 
‘ember 
. 1832, 
47, do. 
1,2 14, 


James 
nenced 
yent in 
having 
disposi- 
uror be 
cal aid, 
djourn- 
r dwel- 
he was 
If, even 
position 
iv. He 
» whole 
riage to 
tinding 
y- 


ile Po ye RRL RS Pe EE 


Cres 











Bieta stated es ee titens 








— 


Firtu series. No. 6.—Vou. VIIL.] 


BALTIMORE, APRIL 11, 1840. 


NILES’ NATIONAL REGISTER. 


(Vox. LVIL.—Wuore No. 1,489. 








THE PAST—THE PRESENT—FOR THE FUTURE. 





a 





PRINTED AND PUBLISHED, EVERY SATURDAY, BY JEREMIAH HUGHES, EDITOR AND PROPRIETOR, AT $5 PER ANNUM, PAYABLE IN ADVANCE. 

















a 
INDEX OF CONTENTS OF No. 6, Vou. 8. 
APPoINTMENTS—by the president 81 


ARMy—movements in Florida , 82 
Bucuanan, Mr. speech in reply to Mr. Davis 82 
CentTRAL AMERICA—war in 81 


CuroyicLe—abolition convention, Africans, American 
slaves, bank of England, beet root bread, Bonaparte, 
British Queen, canals, capture of a slaver, centena- 
ry of printing, Connecticut elections, consul ‘Tyist, 
Cunard’s steam packets, director expelled, expulsion, 
firein Louisville, flour trade, lake trade, locomotive, 
Norwich and Worces‘er rail road, storm at Mobile, 
Sanday travelling, veto in Mississippi, Wood’s acrin ; 
tal 

Coneress—proceedings of, in the senate 92; in the house 
of representatives 

CoRRESPONDENCE between Mr. Secretary Forsyth ae 
Mr. Fox 2 

Davis, Mr. speech in reply to Mr. Buchanan  =—s 87 

Friorma—Indian murders, col. T wigg’s expedition and 
bloodhounds ; 83 

ForrigN articLes—London market, China and Eng- 
land, cotton, cora, war in Central America, treaty 
with Mexico 81 

Hvszarp, Mr. speech on treasury note bill 88 

INDIAN DEPARTMENT—Expenditures for the last four 
years 

Mexico—treaty with 81 

NarionaL AFFAIRS—appointments, consuls, expendi- 
tures on the Indian department for the last four years 

81; official rep“ rt of military movement on northern 
frontier 82; communication from the president to the 
house of representativés relative to the boundary 
question, Indian massacres in Florida, col. Twigg 
and bloodhounds ae 

Navat—stations, Pioneer, navy yard at Washington, 
United States ship Relief, Independence, Macedonia, 
Fairfield 83 

TREASURY NOTE BILL—Debate on, in the senate 88; 
Mr. Hubbard 83 

Wesster, Mr. speech on treasury note bill 89 























FOREIGN ARTICLES. 
ENGLAND. 

An extra from the New York Herald announces 
the arrival of the packet ship Columbus, with Li- 
verpool dates to the 7th ult. 

[ Correspondence of the Courier and Enquirer.] 

London, March 61h, 1840. 

I send you by the Liverpool packet ship of the 
7th a short account of the changes which have 
occurred this afternoon, by way of postscript to 
the letter of last night by the packet ship Montreal. 

The shares of the Bank of the United States have 
advanced another 5 shillings this morning, and the 
market has closed with numerous inquiries for 
shares with the quotation extremely firm at £16. 
From appearance the value will again rise to-mor- 
row, and regularly and gradually until the proper 
position of this security be considered to have been 
regained. 

The other American securities are still stationa- 
ry and dull, and no stimulus appears to be expected 
until the arrival of further intelligence from the 
United States. 


No account has arrived of the packet ships of Fe- 
bruary 7th and 10th. ~ 

The grain market has again been higher this 
morning at Mark Lane, and speculators appeared 
to be more desirous of doing business in foreign 
wheat and flour. The precise duty on American 
flour is now 134s. per barrel of 196 pounds, 

Ata public sale this morning at Mincing Lane, 
there were offered 2,600 bales of Bengal cotton, 
1,070 bales of Madras, and 367 of Surat. The pri- 
ces were ¢ per pound lower, and the greater portion 
of the cotton was compelled to be bought in. 

On the evening of Mareh 6, the papers on the 
subject of China were laid on the table of both 
houses of parliament. In the house of commons 
the following conversation took place:-— 

Sir James Graham not seeing the noble lord at 
the head of the foreign department, or any honora- 
ble member connected with the admiralty, in his 
place, begged to ask the noble lord, the secretary 
for the colonies, a question relative to the Chinese 
papers which were laid on the table at a late hour 

ast night. He did not find in those papers any ac- 
count of some most important transactions mention- 
ed in the last accounts received in England, viz: 
that a remonstrance had been made on the part of 
certain American merchants against the blockade 
of the port of Canton, and also an action, said to 
have taken place between certain Chinese vessels 

Vou. VIIL.—Sia. 6. 


of war and some of her majesty’s fleet. He wished 
to know whether her majesty’s government were 
in possession of any information with respect to the 
blockade or the action to which he alluded; and if 
so, whether it was their intention to lay it upon the 
table? 

Lord J. Russell—No official account has been re- 
ceived of the naval action, or of the transaction to 
which the right bonorable gentleman alludes. Pri- 
vate letters have reached this country from captain 
Elliottand captain Smith, but when official accounts 
are received there will be no objection to lay them 
before the house. 

Sir James Graham—I have been informed there 


31 is a letter addressed by captain Elliott to the late 


admiral Maitland, giving an account of the block- 
ade, and that the letter was transmitted by the late 
admiral Maitland to the admiralty. Surely that is 
an official communication to the government— 
(Hear)—and I presume her majesty’s government 
would not object to lav that document before the 
house.—( Hear, from the opposition). 

Lord J. Russell—There are letters of that kind, 
but they are not letters that contain any narrative 
of the transaction; and certainly, speaking from 
memory, I do not think they are letters that could 
be laid before the house; however, I will not give 
a positive answer without referring to the letters 
themselves. 

London corn exchange, March 6. The arrivals of 
both grain and flour are still small. The flour trade 
remains dull at lastquotations. Some persons were 
disposed to purchase wheat in bond, in expectation 
of lower duties. 

Liverpool colton market, March7. Our market 
continues in the same inactive state noticed in our 
last, witha very moderate extent of business doing; 
but as we have no import of moment owing to ad- 
versz winds, ours is comparatively small of all 
kinds, save India and Egyptian, and holders have 
therefore been enabled to obtain the fuil prices of 
last week for the short stapled descriptions of Ame- 
rican and Pernams; other kinds are heavy of sale at 
last Friday’s prices. The sales to-day are about 
3,000 bales of all kinds. Of 820 Sea Island offered 
at auction to-day, there were only 210 bales sold at 
93d. to 16d.; and of 180 stained ditto, 50 bales sold 
at 54d. to 93d. being much upon a par with previ- 
ous prices, by private contract; if any thing rather 
in favor of buyers. Speculators have taken 1,000 
bales of American, and exporters 800 American, 
490 Bengal, 130 Surat, and 30 Bahia. The import 
this week is 5,090 bags and the sales are 20,260 
bags. 

Liverpool corn exchange, March 7. From the 
continuance of adverse winds, the arrivals of grain, 
fiour and oatmeal into this port, between Tuesday 
last and to-day has been ifconsiderable. The millers 
and dealers, however, seeming determined to wait 
in anticipation of better supplies ere long, the busi- 
ness in passing any article of the corn trade in the 
course of that period has been extremely unimpor- 
tant but without producing any decisive change in 
the general quotations previously established. The 
duties announced this morning are the same as last 
week, except on beans, now raised to 11s. and oats 
reduced 10s. 9d. per quarter. English and foreign 
free flour appeared else to command little notice to- 
day, while American in bond has continued to meet 
inquiry, and from 3,000 to 4,000 barrels have chang- 
ed hands since ‘Tuesday, at 3ls. per barrel; with 
few buyers under 323. which is now required but 
not obtained. 

CENTRAL AMERICA, 

The New York Journal of Commerce has Hon- 
duras papers to the 29th February. ‘The civil war 
in Central America was still kept up. 

MEXICO. 

The New Orleans Bulletin of the 25th ult. says— 
“The American consul in Mexico, arrived here 
yesterday from Vera Cruz, in the revenue cutter 
Woodbury. We understand he is the bearer of the 
treaty between the Uuited States and Mexico, re- 
cently ratified by the congress of the latter. The 
stipulations of the treaty have not transpired. For 
particulars we must waif till returns are received 
from Washington. The dates brought from Vera 

sruz by the Woodbury, are as late as the 15th. 
Nothing of importance had oceured at Vera Cruz. 
Tranquillity prevailed, and very little doing in trade. 





send 


= am. caIEN 2 a 
ceeded the wants of the market. The number of 
shipping in port was very small, consisting of two 
merchantmen, and two French men-of-war. From 
the interior the accounts are devoid of interest; the 
centralists being very cautious to say nothing about 
the movements of the federalists.”’ 


NATIONAL AFFAIRS. 
APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT—Py and 
with the advice and consent of the senate. 
Francis S. Beattie, collector of the customs at 
St. Marks, Florida, vice Ambrose Crane, removed. 
Richard Whiting, register of the land office at 
Tuscaloosa, Ala. vice Patrick Redmond, resigned. 





The president has recognised J. A. Van Cooth, 
as vice-consul of the Netherlands, for the port of 
Charleston, South Carolina. ' 

The president has also recognised Charles Tyde- 
man Luwndes, as consul of the dukedoim of Olden- 
burg, for the port of Charleston. 

Unirep Srates Arrarrs. We have now the 
pleasure of laying before our readers the following 
valuable table, compiled with rauch care, expressly 
for the Register, by the same gentleman by whom 
the tables heretofore published by us respecting the 
committees of congress and the election of speaker 
of the house, were all prepared. © 

Mr. Editor: The expenditures of the Indian de- 
partment, including the Florida war, has long been 
a subject of animadversion. The following con- 
densed statement, (which has cost some labor, time 
and patience), may, perhaps, throw as much light 
on the subject as any that has appeared before the 
public, if you think so, itis atyourdisposal. Taken 
from the reports of the hon. Levy Woodbury, secre- 
tary of the U.S. treasury, as follows: : 
A comparative view of the expenditures of the Indian 

department for the four last years. 
Expenditures for 1836. 











Repressing hostilities, 1,440,566 
Preventing hostilities, 1,874,701 
Suppressing hostilities, 499,940 
Militia and volunteers, 131,236 
Transportation expense, 12,134 
Exploring party, 8,003 
Locating reservations, 5,054 
Indian department, 42,321 
Education of Indians, 25,189 
Presents to Indians, 5,183 
Civilization of Indians, 5,255 
House for agent, smith shop, &c. 26,100 
Removal of Indians, 244,641 
Indian annuities, 366,745 
Treaty with Cherokees, 762,553 
- « Ottawas, 263,893 

* ‘«¢ Caddoes, 40,000 

a ‘* certain tribes, 50,760 

<< ‘¢ certain Indians, 22,500 

“ «* certain Indians, 27,840 
Pay of agents, 15,199 
Miscellaneous, 88,083 
$5,908,530 

Expenditures for 1837. 

Preventing hostilities, 4,010,162 
Tennessee volunteers, 239,066 
Equipping militia, 144,465 
Pay of agents, 2,302 
Transportation expense, 30,306 
Exploring party, 1,127 
Locating reservations, 2,942 
Indian department, 39,656 
Icducation of Indians, 5,529 
Presents to Indians, 11,350 
Civilization of Indians, 5,376 
House for agent, smith shop, &e. 6,305 
Removal of Indians, 590,386 
Indian annuities, 20,874 
Treaty with Cherokees, 1,182,835 
= ‘© Potawatomies, 101,318 

" ‘© Creeks, 418,685 

se ‘«¢ Menomonies, 290,870 

+ ‘© Florida Indians, 118,749 

ee «© S$acs and Foxes, 90,911 

e ‘*s other tribes, 434,196 
Miscellaneous, ~ 22,350 
$7,719,748 











| The stock of foreign goods in port, it was said, ex- | 
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Expenditures for 1838. 


Preventing hostilities, 994,223 
Pay of four thousand volunteers, 947,263 
Equipping militia, 358.091 
Forage for dragoons, officers, &c. 309,976 
Trans ‘on of supplies, 368,015 
Freight into Florida, 203,450 
Subsistance of militia, 185,234 





Transporting four thousand volunteers, 91,675 
Corps-of mechanics, —- 79,384 
Wagons, carts, &c; | 85,226: 
Miscellaneous charges, 457,290 
Drafts leyi over in Florida, 1,044,531] 
Remov My of 251,124 
Indian annuities, 62,000. 
Treaty with Cherokees, 870,137. 
e «< Potawatomies, 122,317 
7 «Creeks, 282,374. 
we ‘© Miamies, 97,120 
“ «« Chippewas, 183,000 
se « Siouxes, &c. 132,000 
“s ‘© Winnebagoes, 214,860 
Miscellaneous, 167,566 
$7,506,856 
Expenditures for 1839. 
Preventing hostilities, 24,966 
Pay of four thousand volunteers, 123,283 
Pay of Indian militia,. 789 
Forage for dragoons, officers, &c. 350,644 
Transportation of supplies, 195,003 
Freight into Florida, 127,531 
Subsistance of militia, 20,444 
Three vessels on Florida coast, 22,700 
Corps of mechanics, 143,399 
Wagons, carts, &c. ’ 71,792 
Miscellaneous charges, 123,806 
Expense, distribution, &c. 26,902 
Removal of Indians, 47,372 
Indian annuities, 25,199 
Treaty with Cherokees, $73,697 
“6 ** — Potawatomies, 108,165 
os « ~—s Creeks, 35,794 
“6 *¢  Miamies, 172,401 
6s ** Chippewas, 84,712 
6 « = Siouxes, &c. 143,727 
“ “ Winnebagoes, 91,330 
Miscellaneous, 368,784 
$3,282,440 | 
Recapitulation. 

1836, $5,908,530 

1837, 7,719,746 

1838, 7 506,856 

1839, 3,282,440 

In all $24,417,572 


NORTHERN FRONTIER. The vice president laid 
before the senate, on Wednesday, Apri) 1, a message 
from the president of the United States, in compli- 
ance with a resolution of the 12th March, covering 
the following report from the secretary of war, in re- 
lation to the military and naval prepatatious on our 
northern frontier: 

War department, March 27, 1840. 

Sir: The resolution of the senate of the 12th in- 
stant, “that the president of the United States be 
requested to communicate to the senate, if in his 
judgment compatible with the public interest, any 
information which may be in the possession of the 
government, or which can be conveniently obtain- 
ed, of the military and naval’ preparations of the 
British authorities on the northern frontier of the 
United States, from Lake Superior to the Atlantic 
ocean: designating the permanent from the tempo- 
rary and field works, and particularly by noting 
those which are within the claimed limits of the 
United States; having been referred by you to this 
department, it was immediately referred to major 
general Scott, and other officers who have been sta- 
tioned on the frontier referred to, for such informa- 
tion on the subject as they possessed, and could 
readily procure; and an examination is now in pro- 
gress for such as may be contained in the files of 
this department. -General Scott is the only officer 
yet heard from; and a copy of his report is herewith 
submitted, together with a copy of that to which he 
refers, made upon the resolution of the house of re- 
presentatives of the 9th instant. As soon as the 
other officers who have been called upon are heard 
from, and the examination of the files of the depart- 
ment is completed, any further information which 
may be thus acquired will be immediately laid be- 
fore you. ¢ 

Very respectfully your most obedient servant, 

J.R.POINSETT. 

To the president of the United States. 


Head quarters eastern division, 
Elizabethtown, N. J. March 23, 1840. 
Sir: I have received from your office copies of two 
resolutions passed, respectively, the 12th and 9th in- 
stant, one by the senate and the other by the house 
of representatives; and I am asked for ‘any infor- 
mation on the subject of both or either of the reso- 
lutions that be in [my] possession.” 
In respect to the naval force recently maintained 
upon the American lakes by Great Britain, I have 
just had the honor to report to the secretary of war, 
by whom the resolution of the house of represen- 
tatives (of the 9th instant) was directly referred to 
me, | 
I now confine myself to the senate’s resolution, 
respecting ‘military [I omit naval] preparations of 
the British authorities on the northern frontiers of 
the United States, from Lake Superior tothe At- 
lantic ocean, distinguishing the permanent from the 
temporary and field works, and particularly noting 
those which are within the claimed limits of the 
United States.” 
I will here remark that, however well my duties 
have made me acquainted with the greater part of 
the line in question, I have paid but slight attention 
to the forts and barracks erected by the British au- 
thorities near the borders of Maine above Frederic- 
ton, in New Brunswick, or in Upper Canada, above 
Cornwall, being of the fixed opinion (which need not 
here be developed) that all such structures would 
be of little or no military value to either of the par- 
ties in the event of a new war between the United 
States and Great Britain. 
I was, last summer, at the foot of Lake Supe- 
rior, and neither saw nor heard of any British fort 
—— on the St. Mary’s river, the outlet of that 
ake. 
Between Lakes Huron and Erie the British have 
three sets of barracks; one at Windsor, opposite to 
Detroit, one at Sandwich, a little lower down, and 
the third at Malden, eighteen miles from the first, 
all built of sawed logs, strengthened by blockhouses, 
loop holes, &c. Malden has long been a military 
post, with slight defences. ‘These have been recent- 
ly strengthened. The works at Sandwich and 
Windsor have also, I think, been erected within the 
last six or eight months. 

Near the mouth of the Niagara the British have 
two sinall forts, George and Messisanga. Both ex- 
isted during the last war. The latter may be termed 
a permanent work. Slight barracks have been 
erected within the last two years on the same side, 
near the falls and at Chippewa, with breastworks 
at the latter place; but nothing, I believe, above the 
works first named, on the Niagara, which can be 
termed a fort. 

Since the commencement of recent troubles in 
the Canadas (and consequent thereupon) within 
our limits, Fort William Henry, at Kingston, and 
Fort Wellington, opposite Ogdensburg, (old works), 
have both been stengthened within themselves, be- 
sides the addition of dependencies. These forts may 
be called permanent. 

On the St. Lawrence below Prescott, and con- 
fronting our territory, I know of no other military 
post. T'welve miles above, at Brockville, there 
may be temporary barracks and breastworks. | 
know that of late Brockville, has been a military 
station. 

In the system of defences on the approaches to 
Montreal, the Isle 4ua Noix, a few miles below our 
line, and in the outlet of Lake Champlain, stands 
at the head. This island contains within itself a 
system of permanent works of great strength. On 
them the British government has, from time to time, 
since the peace of 1815, expended much skill and 
labor. 

Odletown, near our line, on the western side of 
Lake Champlain, has been a station, for a body of 
Canadian militia for two years, to guard the neigh- 
borhood from refugee incendiaries irom our side. I 
think that barracks have been erected there for the 
accommodation of those troops, and also ata station, 
with the like object, near Alburgh, in Vermont. 

It is believed that there are no important British 
forts, or extensive British barracks, on our borders, 
from Vermont to Maine. 

In respect to such structures on the disputed ter- 
ritory, governor Fairfield’s published letters contain 
fuller information than has reached me through any 
other channel. I have heard of no new military 
preparations by the British authorities on the St. 
Croix or Passamaquoddy bay. 

Among such preparations, perhaps I ought not to 
omit the fact that Great Britain, besides numerous 
corps of well organized and well instructed militia, 
has, at this time, within her N. American provinces, 
more than 20,000 of her best regular troops. The 
whole of those forces might be brought to the verge 
of our territory ina few days. "Two-thirds of that 





1838. I remain, sir, with great respect, your most 


obedient servant, WINFIELD SCOTT. 
Brig. gen. R. Jones, adjuiant general U. 8. A. 


Washington, Merch 28, 1840. 
To the house of representatives: 

1 communicate to the house of representatives, 
in compliance with their resolution of the 9th in- 
stant, reports from the secretaries of state.and war, 
with documents which contain information on the 
subject of thatresolution. M. VAN BUREN. 


Deparimert of state, Washington, March 18,1840. 
‘The secretary of state, to whom has been refer- 
red a resolution of the house of representatives of 
the 9th instant, requesting the president to commu- 
nicate to that body, “if compatible with the public 
service, whether the government of Great Britain 
have expressed to the government of the United 
States a desire to annul the arrangement entered 
into between the two governments in the month of 
April, 1817, respecting the naval force to be main- 
tained upon the American lakes, and that, if said ar- 
rangement be not annulled, whether there has been 
any violation of the same by the authorities of 
Great Britain,” has the honor to report to the presi- 
dent a copy of the only communication on file in 
this department on the subject to which this reso- 
lution refers. Prior to the date of that communica- 
tion the secretary of statc,in an interview invited 
for that purpose, called Mr. Fox’s attention to the 
disregard by ber majesty’s colonial authorities of 
the conventional arrangement between the two coun- 
tries, as to the extent of naval armaments upon the 
lakes. 

In the autumn of the past year the secretary of 
state made known verbally,to Mr. Fox, that, the 
causes assigned in bis note no longer existing, the 
president expected that the British armament upon 
the lakes would be placed upon the footing pre- 
scribed by the convention. Mr. Fox engaged to 
communicate without delay to his government the 
substance of the conversation between them; and 
expressed his own conviction that, if the winter 
then ensuing passed without renewed attempts to 
disturb the tranquillity of the Canadas, there could 
be no sufficient motive for either government main- 
taining a force beyond that authorised by the con- 
vention of 1817. All of which is respectfully sub- 
mitted. JOHN FORSYTH. 

To the president of the U. S. 


Washington, November 25, 1838. 

Sir: Iam informed by her majesty’s authorities 
in Upper and Lower Canada, that, in consequence 
of the unlawful and> piratical acts of hostility: to 
which those provinces are at present exposed, it has 
been found necessary to equip, under the British 
flag, a more extensive naval armament upon the 
lakes and rivers which include the boundary line 
between the British and American possessions than 
either government would be authorised to maintain, 
according to the stipulations of the convention of 
1817. 

I certainly do not apprehend that any objection 
against this proceeding is likely to be raised on the 
part of the government of the United States. But, 
in order to prevent the possibility of misapprehen- 
sion in any quarter, I think it expedient distinetly 
to assure you that the armament is equipped for the 
sole purpose, as above expressed, of guarding her 
majesty’s provinces against a manifest and acknow- 
ledged danger; and that it will be discontinued at 
the earliest possible period, after the causes which 
now create that danger shall have ceased to exist.  [ 
have the honor to be, with great respect and consi- 
deration, sir, your 1oost obedient and humble ser- 
vant, | H. 8. FOX. 

The hon. John Forsyth, &c. 


War department, March 27, 1840. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the re- 
ceipt of acopy of the resolution of the house of 
representatives of the 9th instant, referred to this 
department by your directions, with instructions to 
report any ‘“‘specific information jn possession of the 
war department relative to the present British naval 
armament on the lakes, and the periods when the 
increase of force beyond the stipulations of the con- 
vention of 1817 were severally made on different 
points of the lake frontier.” 

The resolution was immediately referred to ma- 
jor general Scott, and other officers who have been 
serving on the lake frontier, for any information in 
their possession, or in their power immediately to 
procure upon the subject, and search is making for 
such as may be on the files of the department. 

1 now enclose for your information a copy of the 
report of general Scott, who is the only officer yet 
heard from. As soon as reports are received from 
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of the files of the departinent is completed, any ad- 

ditional information which may be thus procured 

will be immediately laid before you. Very respect- 
lly, your obedient servant, 

er J. R. POINSETT. 
To the president of the U. S. 


Head quarters, eastern division, 
Elizabethtown, N. J. March 23, 1849. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge your letter 
of the 16th instant, covering a resolution of the 
house of representative of the 9th, referred froin the 
departinent of state to the department of war, in- 
quiring ‘‘whether the government of Great Britain 
[has] expressed to the ee of the United 
States adesire to annul the arrangement entered 
into between the two governments in the month of 
April, 1817, respecting the naval force to be main- 
tained upon the American lake; and that, if said ar- 
rangement be not annulled, whether there has been 
any violation of the same by the authorities of Great 
Britain?” 

‘ Confining myself to the latter clause of the reso- 
lution, which I have underscored, and which you 
have referred to me, I report the facts within my 
knowledge connected with that inquiry, presuming 
that I have not had time to verify my own impres- 
sions by those of more than one officer [col. Worth] 
who has recently held a command under me on 
the frontiers of the British North American pro- 
vinces. 

I do not know, nor do I believe, that the British 
authorities have had a single armed vessel of any 
description on the lakes, above Detroit, in many 
years. Butin the summer and autumn of 1838, 
whilst I was absent to the south, I understood from 
our officers, on my return, that the authorities in 
Upper Canada had employed one or more armed 
steamers, hired for the purpose, and manned with a 
certain number of troops, to cruise on Lake Erie 
against apprehended invasions froin our side on the 
part of the people called Canadian patriots. 

The season of 1839 having been a tranquil one. I 
did not hear of a single armed British vessel on that 
lake. 

In the month of January, 1838, at the time there 
was a considerable number of those patriots in pos- 
session of Navy Island, in the Niagara river, seek- 
ing to make a descent on the opposite Canadian 
shore, the British authorities hired two or three lake 
craft, (schooners), and armed and manned them for 
the purpose of frustrating that threatened invasion; 
but it is believed that those vessels were never on 
Lake Erie whilst so armed and manned, and that they 
were discharged as soon as (iat particular danger had 
passed away. 


Down to the burning of the British merchant 
steamer, the Sir Robert Peel, on the St. Lawrence, 
in 1838, I cannot learn that the authorities of the 
Canadas had any armed vessel of any sort, in acti- 
vily, (whatever they might have had laid upin port), 
either on Lake Ontario, or on the river St. Law- 
rence; but after that event,and up to the close of 
navigation in 1838, I learn from col. Worth, who 
returned from the Cherokee country to the Canadian 
frontier several months before my return, that those 
authorities had employed several hired steamers, 
besides barges, all armed and: manned, ernising 
against parties of the same patriots, principally on 
the St. Lawrence and confined to their own waters. 

During the past season (of 1839), and up the 
close of navigation, two steamers, (owned or hired 





by the British authorities), one schooner, and a num- 
ber of barges, were in like manner employed on the | 
same lake and river, asa security against an appre- ' 
hended renewal of the troubles of the preceding | 
year. I have the honor to remain, sir, with high re- | 
spect, your most obedient servant, ' 

. WINFIELD SCOTT. 

Hon. J. R. Poinsetl, secretary of war. 


ARMY. 


Florida, The Savannah Georgian of the 29th ult. 
has the following items: 

Indian murders. Every week ‘brings its tale of 
blood. Capt. Brooks, of the General Clinch, informs 
us that some time last week, the rey. Mr. McRea, 
of the Methodist Episcopai church, was killed while 


Micanopy. 
_ Also that an express arrived at Garey’s Ferry on 
Saturday evening, bringing intelligence of the capture 
and destruction of a train of wagons, some where in 
Middle Florida. The wagons were burned, the 
mules killed and the sergeant in command of the 
train, mortally wounded. 
Col. Twigg’s expedition. 





On Thursday morning | 


from Garey’s Ferry, in 
he steamers Gen. Clinch and Win. Gaston, with: 


ber of citizen volunteers. The entire force is re- 
ported to have been in excellent spirits, warmly 
animated with the hope of success, and confidence 
in the enterprise. 


NAVY. 


Officers of the navy yards, stations, §c. 
. Baltimore, March 1, 1840. 
Stations. Commodore Henry E. Ballard, com- 
mandant; surgeon, George S. Sproston; purser, John 
N. Hambleton; navy agent, John Thomas, 
Rendezvous. Commander, Sain’! L. Breese; lieuts. 
Henry Pinkney, H. Y¥. Purviance; surgeon, Mifflin 
Coulter. , ' 
Receiving vessel Pioneer. Lieutenant command- 
ing, George N. Hollins; lieut. Charles H. McBlair; 
passed midshipman, James Riddle. 


Washington, March 1, 1840. 
Navy yard. Captain Thomas Huldup Stevens, 
commandant; commander, John H. Aulick; lieut. 
Robert B. Cunningham; surgeon, David 8. Edwards; 
assistant surgeon, Charles A. Hassier; purser, Dud- 
ley Walker; chaplain, William Ryland; master, Mar- 
maduke Dove; gunner, Thomas Barry; navy agent, 
Elias Kane; nany store keeper, Cary Selden; master 
blacksmith, Jas. Tucker; master blockmaker, Amon 
Woodward; master engineers, Wm. M. Ellis, John 
H. Smoot; master pluinber, John Davis, of Abel; 
inspector and measurer of timber, J. Carbery; clerk 
of the yard, Rich’d Barry; clerks tothe commandant, 
Wm. H. Bayne and David M. Comb; storekeeper, 
Geo. Herold; master builder, F. Barry, sen.; porter, 
Thomas Ward; keeper of the magazine, William 

Hebb. [Army and Navy Chro. 


List of officers of U. S. ship Relief. Lieut. com- 
manding, A. K. Long; lieuts, M. G, L. Claiborne, 
H. J. Hartshone, J. B. Dale; acting surgeon, J. F. 
Sickles; boatswain, Wm. Black; gunner, J. Dander- 
son; carpenter, W. M. Laighton; sailinaker, John 
Jones; captain’s clerk, Wm. H. Insley. 

Passengers—J. Percival and G. W. Ellis, master’s 
mates; G. W. Bright, gunner; J. W. Abbot and capt. 
John Tucker, late of the whale ship Richmond, of 
New Bediord. 

The U.S. frigate Independence was towed into 
the harbor of New York on Wednesday morning by 
two stesmboats. 


The U, S. ship-of-war Fairfield has also arrived 
at New York from Rio de Janeiro. 

The U., States frigate Macedonian, and sloops-of- 
war Warren, Levant and Ontario, were at Havana, 
March 2\1st, all well. Three British sloops-of-war 
were lying too off the Moro Castle, at the above 
date. ‘ 

List of officers of the U.S. ship Fairfield, from 
Rio Janeiro, Feb. 15th. 

Commander, Chas. Boarman ,esq.; Ist lieutenant, 
Edward G. Tilton; 2d lieut. Wm. McBlair; 3d lieut. 


Oliver S. Glisson; 4th lieut. Edward L. Handy; 5th} P 


lient. Thomas R. Bootes; acting master, Samuel 
Larkin; purser, Andrew J. Watson; surgeon, Benj. 
F. Bache; assistant surgeons, John S. Messersinith, 
John A. Guion; passed midshipman, Nathaniel G. 
Bay; widsbipinev, Benjamin S. Gantt, Isaae S. 
Keath You, Isaac N. Morris, James U. Ripley, 
Fenwick J. Stenson; captain’s clerk, John A. King; 
gunner, George Serian; boatswain, Joseph Petty; 
carpenter, Win. Jordan; sail maker, John Heckle. 





MESSRS. BUCHANAN AND DAVIS. 
Debate in the senate, Friday, March 6, 1840. 
Mr. Davis having concluded his reply to Mr. 

Buchanan’s charge of misrepresentation, Mr. Bu- 
chanan addressed the senate as follows: 

Mr, President: When I addressed the senate on 
Tuesday last, I endeavored to state my cause of 
complaint in the mildest manner which the nature 
of the case admitted, and to treat the senator from 
Massachusetts, (Mr. Davis), so far as I could, with 
courtesy and respect. The remarks of that gen- 
tleman to-day have absolved me from any such 
obligation, and I shall proceed to refer to his mis- 
representations of my speech in favor of the inde- 
pendenttreasury bill as they deserve. At the same 
time, 1 shall endeavor to perform this duty ina 
manner consistent with my own self-respect, and 
with the elevated character of the senate. 

The senator, in his labored remarks, has endea- 
vored to. draw me into into a false issue. In this 
attempt, he shall not succeed. I am not thus to 
be diverted froin my purpose. Have I, or havel 
not, advanced the arguments which he has pub- 
lished to the world, that I urged in favor of tie 
bill? This is the question at issue between us. 

In regard to his speech against the independent 
treasury bill. I have never said, (for I never shall 
say whatI do not know to be true) that he did 
not make that speech in the senate. The hour 
was late—the patience of the body was exhausted, 





BH wowed 


He is, therefore, mistaken in stating that I sat near’ 
where he stood, whilst he was delivered iis speech.’ 
Not having the least intention of replying to him, 
I was talking freely, when in my seat, to those ’ 
around ime, and was out of it a considerable por-— 
tion of the time whilst be was speaking. I not 
only did not hear him utter any one of the misre- 
presentations of which 1 now complain; but I 
most solemnly declare that I never even suspected 
him for having given them currency in his speech, 
until my attention was called to it by a friend on 
Saturday evening last. ‘This may have been cul-’ 
pable negligence on my part. Whether or not, it 
has taught me the necessity of paying strict atten- 
tion to the senator’s statements, should he ever re- 
ply to me hereafter. , 


But, sir, whether the speech delivered and the 
speech published be identical or not, this cannot 
vary the question. It remains precisely the same. 
Has the senator attributed to me arguments in sup- 
port of the bill which I never used? This is the 
point in controversy. | 

If the most artful and unfair man in the world 
had determined to destroy any public measure, in 
what manner could he most effectually damn itin 
public estimation? It would be to enumerate all 
the terrible consequences which would flow from 
it, according to the predictions of iis enemies, and 
put them into the mouth of its friends as arguments 
in its favor. There could not by possibility be 
any stronger admissions of its evil tendency. Such 
is the manner in which I have been treated by the 
senator, and such is the character of my complaint 
against bim. 


Sir, the enemies of the independent treasury 
have denounced it, from the beginning, as a mea- 
sure which would destroy the banks of the coun- 
try, introduce an exclusive metallic currency, pros- 
trate credit, check importations, and reduce the 
value of property and the wages of labor. Now, 
I could not offer the least objection against any se- 
nator in the opposition for urging any arguments 
he pleased, to prove that the bill would be produc- 
tive of all these fatal consequences. This would 
be all perfectly fair. What I do object to, is, that 
the senator, instead of urging these arguments 
against the bill himself, has reiterated, over and 
over again, that I supported it, because these dis- 
astrous consequences would result from its passage. 
The senator has placed me precisely in this posi- 
tion. If I can prevent it, he shall not escape from 
this plain question of fact by retreating into a wide 
field of irrelevant argument. 

If this matter had been personal to myselfalone, 
I might have borne it, and probably would have 
borne it, in silence. But, on the eve of a presi- 
dential election, my sins are to be visited upon the 
resent administration, whose principles I support. 
Ihe president is to be struck at through my side: 
and it is thus attempted to make the public be- 
lieve that he also sustains the independent treasury 
bill because it will be productive of all the ruinous 
consequences which have been portrayed. Thisis 
the key to unlock the whole published speech of 
the senator from Massachusetts. 

In its first paragraph, he professes his intention 
of making ‘‘a brief reply to the new doctrines 
which have been now, for the first time, published 
here, and come to us through channels that leave 
no doubt of their being the doctrines of the admi- 
nistration.”’ 

Now, Mr. President, what are these new doc- 
trines which the senator says involve ‘great and 
momentous considerations, affecting the most che- 
rished interests of the people?” After heralding 
them in this en poying manner, he proceeds to an- 
nounce them, wo friends of the administration, 
says he, Mr. Walker and myself, have declared 
that this bill—mark me—this very independent 
treasury bill ‘‘contains the necessary corrective 
{for the evils] imputable to the pernicious infln- 
ence of bank paper, as will check importations of 
foreign goods, suppress what they call the credit 
system, and by restoring a specie currency, reduce 
the wages of the laborer and the value of proper- 
ty.”” 

“This is the character given to the measure by 
its friends; and, alarming as the doctrines are, Tl am 
gratified that they are frankly avowed.” ’, 

Now, sir, should | not deserve a straight jacket; 
ought I not to be. placed in confinement by m 
friends, if these imputations were well founded? 
What sir, to rise before this august body and to 
say, Mr. President, I support the independent trea- 
sury bill—first, because it will destroy the banks of 
the country, abolish all bank paper, and restore a 
specie currency; second, because it will check ims 
portations; third, because it will suppress the ere- 


Ocklawaha. The num-| and he left the seat near me which he usually oc-| dit system; and fourth, because it will reduce the 
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And yet this is the ridiculous attitude in which I 
am placed by the senator’s speech. If these impu- 
tations were well founded, I must be oneof the 
most ferocious men in existence. Destruction 
must be my delight. No wild agrarian in the cuun- 
try has ever thought of waging such an indiscrimi- 
nate war against all property, my own among the 
rest, as that which has been attributed to me by 
the senator. 

Now, sir, need I say in the presence of this body, 
before which my speech was delivered, that | 
never used any such arguments? On the contrary, 
in my reply to the senator from Kentucky, (Mr. 
Clay), 1 advanced no “new doctrines,” but pur- 
sued the very same course of argument which I 
had adopted when this measure was first before the 
senate in September, 1837. I was then convinced, 
and so declared in the most solemn manner, that 
this bill would not injuriously affect the sound and 
solvent banks of the country; and my reflections 
since have served to confirm this conviction. One 
of the points which [ most strongly urged at that 


time, in answer to the objections of the enemies of 


the bill, was, that it would not operate with that 
severity upon the banks which they professed to 
apprehend. I alleged ‘that the cause was too im- 

otent to produce any such effect,’’ and “that its 
influence would scarcely be felt;” and I maintain- 
ed these propositions in the course of my remarks. 
In my late speech, which has been the subject of 
so much unfounded remarks, I congratulated the 
country that ‘the prominent arguments formerly 
urged against the independent treasury bill had 
nearly all vanished away.’’ Among others of this 
description, I expressed my. astouishment, ‘that 
we had no howily from the senator (Mr. Clay) 
against the specie clause of the bill. Even this 
seems to have lost much of its terrors. It is no 
longer the terrific monster which was to devour all 
the banks, and establish a pure metallic currency 
for all the transactions of all the people of the Unit- 
ed States.” 


And yet, inthe very face of all this, the senator, 
in his speech, has put into my mouth, as arguments 
in favor of ‘the bill, and of course as consequences 
resulting from it which I desired, that it would 
destroy the banks, introduce a pure metallic cur- 


rency, suppress credit, and reduce the wages of 


labor, and the price of property. Can he point to 
any portion of ny speech in which I contended 
that this bill would produce these monstrous effects? 
If he himself had urged that it would, I say again, 
I could have made no objection. My cause of 
complaint is, that fie has sent abroad to the world 
his speech, and has by it placed me in the reaicu- 
Jous attitude of not only admitting that all these ob- 
jections to the bill are true, but of strenuously 
urging its passage for this very reason. ‘This, I 
repeat, is the point of the controversy between us. 
In order to make good his charge, he mist prove 
that I used any such arguments in favor of the bill 
—a task which no moral man can perform. I never 
thought or dreamed of any such arguments. 


But the senator proceeds to weave his web with 
much art. He says: 

“I will now notice the effects rpon the public 
policy imputed to this bill, We have always been 
told that it was a simple proposition to divorce the 
governinent from the banks, so as to enable it to 
hold its own money, and, therefore, harwless in its 
character, as it would affect nothing else.” 


This was precisely the character which I gave of 


it throughout my late speech. 


‘But, sir, (says the gentleman from Massachu- 
setis) the senator from Pennsylvania, while he de- 
clares that he is not for an exclusive hard money 
currency, or, in other words, is not hostile to well 
regulated state banks, if they can be well regulated, 
as he expresses himself, argues that this bill will 
diminish importations, suppress credit, and stop 
speculation, by modifying the currency, so far as to 
work out these extraordinary ends.”’ 


And here permit me to observe, that the extreme 
candor of the senator is worthy of all commenda- 
tion. He seems to have been shocked at my de- 
structive propensities. He was unwilling that the 
public should believe that even this bill was as bad 
as | hadrepresented itto be. In order to apologize 
for my iadiscretion, and to prevent the country 
from being too much alarmed at my-arguments, he 
most kindly interposes. 


«J am by no means satisfied (says he) thatit (the 
bill) is capable of producing all these consequen- 
ces; but as such a power is imputed to it by its 
warmest friends, and those who are in the councils 
and confidence of the administration, who bring it 
forward with this view and expectation, I shall, in 
this.reply, confine myself to the positions assumed. 
That it will do the country no good, I have never 
doubted; but I have never allowed myself to believe 


that it can exert that influence upon its affairs which 
is ascribed to it.” ag 

Those in the councils and confidence of the ad- 
ministration bring the bill forward and impute these 
terrible consequences to it; though the senator him- 
self recoils from the idea that it would produce 
such disastrous effects! I again repeat that this is 
the issue between him and me. Did I ever im- 
pute any such consequences to the bill? That is 
the question. 

The senator next proceeds to comment separate- 


the bill which he bas thus imputed to me, as though 
they had been leading points of my speech. After 
concluding this portion of his speech, he refers to 
the 3d. or 4d: per day which the laboring man in 
hard money Holland receives; and thus leaves it to 
be inferred, though he has not expressly asserted 
the proposition, that 1 desire to bring down the 
laboring man to the condition of the miserable serfs 
of Europe. The senator has shown much ingenui- 
ty in this effort. ° 

He then proceeds to his hypothetical case. Hy- 
pothetical I admit it to be in the first instance; but 
after stating it as such, he makes it real, by declar- 
ing that I had ascribed the power to the bill of pro- 
ducing the effect which he describes. 

And here, sir, permit me to remark, that after 
the disclaimer which I understood him to have 
tnade on Tuesday last, in regard to this topic, I 
should have taken care in my reported speech to 
have suppressed every allusion to the subject 
which could have caused him pain. He has now 
ett the disclaimer, and I shall act accord- 
ingly. 

He says: 

‘**To follow out the case, I have supposed the in- 
come of every man, except the exporter, is to be 
reduced one-halfin the value of wages and proper- 
ty, while all foreign merchandise will cost the 
same, which will obviously, in effect, double the 
price, as it will take twice the amount of labor, or 
twice the amount of the products of labor, to pur- 
chase it.” 


Thus far the case is suppositious; but the senator, 
in the very next sentence. 


bill; but it is enough for me that its friends do.” 
What power? What is the immediate antecedent? 
Is it not this power, ascribed by its friends to the 
bill, of reducing one-half “the value of wages and 
property” in the country? But let us proceed a 
little further. In the nextsentence he asks, **what 
response wiil the farmers, mechanics, manufactut- 
ers and laborers, make to such a flagitious propo- 
sition.” 

_ What i3 this flagitious proposition? Is it the 
independent treasury bill in itself? No, sir; no. 
The senator throughout, with affected candor, ex- 
presses the opinion that this bill would produce no 
such fatal consequences as had been ascribed to it 
by its friends. No, sir; it is palpably an attempt 
on the part of the senator to induce the public to 
believe that one of my arguments in favor of the 
bill was that it would reduce the value of wages 
and property one-half. He was pursuing the course 
which he had adopted throughout every previous 
part of his speech, still persisting in doing me the 
injury of putting arguments into my mouth which 
I had never uttered. Any plain man who reads 
his speech would place this construction upon it. 
After the senator has done me-all the mischief he 
could, in public estimation, it is now too late for 
him to say that he did not attribute this argument 
to me. 

Sir, his speech is not a manly and open argument 
against the independent treasury bill. Itisasubtle 
and ingenious contrivance throughout, for the pur- 
pose of casting odium upon the administration and 
its friends, by ascribing to them arguments which 
they never uttered, and sentiments which they have 
always disavowed. 

It is an attempt to impose upon the public the be- 
lief that we support the bill, not because it will sepa- 
rate the banks from the government, but because it 
will destroy the banks, introduce a pure metallic cur- 
rency, suppress credit, and reduce the value of pro- 
perty and the wages of labor. The senator has be- 
come the witness against us; and he canuot, and 
shall not, escape from the consequences of his own 
testimony. 

A ‘flayitious proposition!” The highest Eng- 
lish authority informs us that the meaning of the 
woré ‘‘flagitious,”’ is ‘‘peculiarly infamous;” and I 
shall leave the senate and the world to determine 
whether this term may not be more appropriately 
applied to the senator’s misrepresentations of my 
remarks than to the independent treasury bill. 

What a wonderful spectacle is presented in this 
speech of the senator! From the first to the last, 
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from the beginning to the end of my speech, I did 
not attribute to this bill one of the consequences 
which he has imputed to me. With my settled con- 
victions of the effect of the bill, 1] should have been 
the greatest dunce in Christendom thus to have 
causelessly alarmed the fears of the country. I ne- 
ver intimated that it would seriously injure, much 
less destroy, the state banks. It never entered iato 
my conception that it would introduce a pure me- 
tallic currency, or reduce the wages of labor, or de- 
stroy the credit system, or seriously ailect the busi- 
ness of the country in any manner. I treated it 
throughout, as what the senator informed us we had 
been uniformly told by its friends that it was, ‘a 
simple-proposition to divorce the government from 
the banks so as to enable it to keep its own money, 
and therefore, harmless in its character, as it would 
effect nothing ejse.’”? Throughout my speech, it 
was one of my chief purposes in advocating the bill, 
as it had been in 1837, to allay the fears of the coun- 
try, and to prove that it would produce none of these 
fearful efiects. 


I am happy to think that my efforts in this re- 
spect, have not proved wholiy unavailing. I have 
good reason to believe that they have had some in- 
fluence in disabusing the minds of honest men and 
relieving them from the apprehensions-which they 
had formerly entertained onthe subject. I pursued 
the very same course of argument I had done in 
September, 1837, when I first addressed the senate 
on this bill. On that occasion, I said: ‘In this cri- 
sis all which the general government can effect is, 
in the first place, to withhold its deposites from the 
banks, and thus refrain from contributing its funds 
to swell the torrent of wild speculation; and, in the 
second place, to restrain the extravagance of their 
credits and issues, in some small degree, by collect- 
ing and disbursing our revenue exclusively in spe- 
cie, or in the notes of banks which will pay the 
halances due from them in specie, at short intervals. 
To accomplish these two purposes, as well as to 
render the public revenue more secure, are the ob- 


jects of the bill and amendment now before the se- - 


nate.”? T never, fora single moment of my life, 
entertained the idea which the senator has imputed 
to me, that the bill would destroy the banks, or 
even restrain their extravagance except “in some 
small degree.” Was the imputation justified by 
any remarks in my late speech? ‘That, I repeat 
again, is the question between the senator and my- 
self. In that speech,I declared that ‘sour chief ob- 
jects in adopting the independent treasury are, to 
disconnect the government from all banks, to se- 
cure the people’s money from the wreck of the 
banking system, and to have it always ready to 
promote the prospects of the country in peace and 
to defend itin war. Incidentally, however, it will 
do some good in checking the extravagant spirit of 
speculation, which is the bane of the country.” 
«In the first place, by requiring specie in all re- 
ceipts and expenditures of the governinent, you 
will create additional demand for gold and silver to 
the amount of five millions of dollars per annum, 
according to the estimate of the president. A large 
portion of this sum will be drawn from the banks, 
and this will compel them to keep more specie in 
their vaults, in proportion to their circulation and 
deposites, and to bank less. This, so far as it may 
go, willstrike at the rootof the existing evil. [ 
fear, however, that it will prove to be but a very 
inadequate restraint upon excessive banking. 


‘In the second place, this bill will, in some de- 
gree, diminish our imports, especially after June, 
1842. I most heartily concur with the senator in 
desiring this result. What is the condition of the 
importing business at the present moment? It is 
alinost exclusively in the hands of British agents, 
who sell all the manufactures they can dispose of 
in other portions of the world, and then bring the 
residuum here to glut our markets. According to 
our existing laws, they receive a credit from the 
governinent for the amount of its duties. They 
sell the goods for cash: and this credit becomes so 
much capital in their bands, to enable them to make 
fresh importations. The independent treasury bill 
requires that all duties shall be paid in gold and silver, 
and after June, 1842, the compromise law will take 
away the credits altogether. We shall then have a 
system of cash duties in operation, which will con- 
tribute much to reduce the amount of our importa- 
tions, and to encourage domestic manufactures. 


‘‘In the third place, this bill will make the banking 
interest the greatest economists in the country, so 
far as the government is concerned. Their herve 
of self-interest will be touched in favor of economy, 
and this will induce thein to unite with the people 
in reducing the revenue and. expenditures of the 
government to the lowest standard consistently with 
the public good. They will hereafter abhor a sur- 
plus revenue, as much as they delighted in it for- 
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merly, when they used it for banking purposes.— 
Any surplus which may exist in future, will be 
locked up in gold and silver, in the vaults of our 
depositories; aud, in proportion to its amount, will 
deprive the banks of so much of their specie.— 
They will, therefore, become the partisans of re- 
ducing the revenue to the actual and necessary ex- 
penditures of the government, so that the specie 
inay flow out of tke suv-treasury with a rapidity 
corresponding with its influx. Nothing but a large 
surplus can seriously injure the banks. This was 
demonstrated to me by one of the most distin- 
guished financiers which our country has ever pro- 
duced, not himself, I believe, friendly to the inde- 
pendent treasury. These treasury drafts, in the 
natural course of business, will find their way either 
into the banks at the very points where our depo- 
sitaries are situated, or into the hands of individuals 
there having duties to pay to the government.— 
Take, for example, New York. A public creditor 
receives such a draft on the receiver-general in 
vawent of his debt. Will he carry it to New 

ork, receive payment, and transport the specie 
froin that city? Such instances will be rare. He 
will generally deposite it to his credit in the bank 
with which he transacts his business, wherever 
that may be. This bank, if not in New York, will 
transmit it for collection to one of the banks there; 
and thus these banks will draw the specie from our 
depositary as rapidly as it is drawn from them for 
the payment of the public dues. Thus the equi- 
librium will be preserved, so Jong as the govern- 
ment is without a large surplus. In other instances, 
these drafts will be sought after and procured by 
individuals having duties to pay, and they will be 
presented to the receivers-general,and accepted by 
them instead of gold and silver.” 

I have presented these extracts from my speech 
before the senate, for the purpose of showing how 
absurd it was to have imputed to me the arguments 
in favor of the bill attributed to me by the senator 
from Massachusetts. Instead of ascribing to this 
bill the power of destroying the banks, and intro- 
cucing a pure metallic currency, I dectared that “I 
fear it will prove to be a very inadequate restraint 
upon excessive banking;”’ and that it will not affect 
the banks at all, unless a large surplus of gold and 
silver should be locked up in the vaults of sub-trea- 
surers—a case not likely soon to occur. 

_T have also stated that it would, in some degree, 
diminish our imports, especially after June, 1842, 
when the duties on imported goods must be paid in 
cash, and thus encourage our domestic manufac- 
tures. Is there a patriot—nay, is there a man in 
this country who does not consider this ‘‘a consum- 
mation devoutly to be wished?”’ 

_As I stated before, I ridiculed the idea that this 
bill would destroy the banks of the country, and sub- 
Stitute a pure metallic currency for bank paper.— 
Instead of destroying the banks, I proved that it did 
hot even contain any power of wholesome regula- 
tion; but for this purpose we must appeal to the 
State legislatures. I also established the position, 
that neither a bank of the United States, nor the 
Bank of England—instruments of vastly greater 
power than the independent treasury—could, even 
if they possessed the inclination, restrain the exces- 
Sive issues and credits of the banks of the respective 
countries, 

Now, sir, I have presented to you the materials, 
and the ouly materials, from which the senator from 
Massachusetts could have derived the charge against 
me, which is presented in different forts through- 
out the whole course of his speech; that I had ar- 
gued that this bill would destroy the banks, restore 
a specie currency, reduce the wages of labor and 
the value of property one half, check importations, 
and suppress the credit system. I never attributed 
any one of these consequences to the bill. It is too 
PY gee in its character to produce any such ef- 
ects, 

_, Lhe senator does not seem to perceive, that even 
if he could prove I was a hard money man, this 
would not, in the slightest degree, justify his state- 
ment of the nature of my argument. It is now too 
late for him to say, as he has done, that he did not 
consider it of any moment to investigate the degree 
of influence which the bill might have; but as I had 
adinitted it would have some influence as a correc- 
live, he had directed his reply to the general scope 
of iny argument. Had his published speech corres- 
ponded with these sentiments, he and I should 
never have had this unpleasant controversy. What 
I complain of is, not that he drew unjust inferences 
rom my argument; but that he imputes to me ar- 
uments which I never used: not that he declared 
that I had expressed the opinion that the bill would 

ave some influence as a corrective, which I cer- 
tainly did express, and Clearly defined what, in my 
Opinion, would be the extent of its influence; but 
that he put into my mouth, as arguments in favor of 


the bill, that it would destroy the banks, introduce a 
pure metallic currency, prostrate credit and reduce 
the value of wages and property. My cause of 
complaint is not any deductions which he might 
have drawn, fairly or unfairly, from my speech; but 
it rests on the fact that he has attributed to me 
arguments in support of the bill which I never 
urged or thought of urging. He might himself 
have contended, he might, if he could, have in- 
ferred from my speech that I was a hard money 
man, (though this would have been most unjust to- 
wards me), and have drawn any deductions from 
this fact which he thought proper; but he had no 
right to make me say that the bill would establish 
a hard money currency. 

Now, sir, the whole of the miserable attacks 
which have been made upon me are based alone on 
the presumption that I am an exclusive hard money 
man. On this question my opinions have never 
been disguised. Although wiser and better men 


rency, yet when the subject was first broached in 
the senate, I took a decided stand against it, which 
I have ever since maintained. In my speech of 
1837, I used the following language: 

‘‘It is impossible that manufactures and commerce 
ean flourish to any great degree in this country 
without the aid of extensive credit. I would not, 
therefore, abolish banks if I could. A return to 
pure metallic currency is impossible. To make 
such an attempt would be ruinous as well as absurd. 
It wouid af once diminish the value of all property 
more than fifty per cent.; and would, in eflect, dou- 
ble the amount of every man’s debts. It would en- 
rich creditors at the expense of the debtors, and 
thus make the rich richer and the poor poorer. It 
would paralyze industry and enterprise. It would 
give enterprise wholesome food to feed upon; but 
would not drive it into mad speculation by adminis- 
tering unnatural stimulants.” 

This is the ground which I occupied when the 
question was first raised before the country. It is 
the ground which I have maintained ever since.— 
I diiier in this respect with my friend from Missis- 
sippi, who is now absent, and have had many argu- 
inents with him, in a kind spirit, to convince him 
that he was wrong in advocating a pure metallic 
currency. On his return; he will be no little as- 
tonished to learn that the senator from Massachu- 
setts has represented me, in the very speech which 
aflorded the occasion of several of these friendly ar- 
yuments, not only as a hard money man but as 
having advocated the independent treasury bill, 
because it would put down the banks and introduce 
an exclusive hard money currency. The senator 
from Mississippi, whatever may be his abstract 
opinions, never used any such arguments in favor 
of the bill. My sentiments upon the subject have 
been expressed fully and freely, both here and else- 
where, as often as the occasion offered. How any 
senator could have misapprehended them, I am 
wholly at a loss to conjecture, especially after [ had 
clearly and distinctly repeated them in my late 
speech. ‘The published speech of the senator from 
Massachusetts has placed me in a strange position. 
It was but the other day that a hard money journal 
of high character was sent to me from New York, 
which denounced we in strong terms for expressing, 
in my late speech, sentiments friendly to the con- 
tinued existence of banks. A similar course has 
been pursued towaics me by another paper of the 
same character, in Virginia. On the other hand, 
whilst I am thus attacked by the hard money men, 
the senator makes his appearance, and asserts not 
only that I ama hard money man, but that I had 
urged the passage of the independent treasury bill, 
because it would convert the United States intoa 
hard money country. 

But, whilst | am opposed to an exclusive metallic 
currency, I am equally hostile to that system of 
banking which has been the cause of those expan- 
sions and contractions of the paper currency which 
have produced so much ruin and misery among all 
classes of society. This is the crying evil of our 
country. Would to heaven, I had the power to 
correct it! What was my argument in relation to 
the subject? I shall read iny remarks to the senate, 
as they are short; and because I cannot now state 
them with as much clearness and force as | did on 
that occasion. 

«What has been the financial history of this coun- 
try for the last twenty-five years? I can speak with 
positive knowledge upon this subject during the 
period of eighteen years since I first came into pub- 
lic life. It-has been a history of constant vibration 
—of extravagant expansions in the business of the 
country, succeeded by ruinous contractions. At 
successive intervals, many of the best and most 
enterprising men of the country have been crushed. 
They have fallen victims at the shrine of the insa- 





tiate and insatiable spirit of extravagant banking 


than myself may be friendly to a pure metallic cur- 


and speculation. Starling at the extreme point of 
depression of one of these periods, we find that the 
country has been glutted with foreign merchandise, 
and it requires all our efforts to pay the debt thus 
contracted to foreign nations. At this crisis the 
banks caa do nothing to relieve the people. In or- 
der to preserve their own existence, they are com- 
pelled to contract their loans and their issues. In 
the hour of distress, when their assistance is most 
needed, they can do nothing for their votaries.— 
Every article sinks in price, men are unable to pay 
their debts, and wide-spread ruin pervades the land. 
During this first year of the cycle, we are able to 
import but comparatively little foreign merchandise, 
and this affords the country an opportunity of re- 
cruiting its exhausted energies. ‘The next year the 
patient begins to recover. Domestic manufactures 
flourish in proportion as foreign goods become scarce. 
The industry and enterprise of our citizens have 
been exerted with energy, and our productions have 
liquidated the foreign debt. The third year, a fair 
business is done—the country presents a flourishing 
appearance. The banks, relieved from the drain of 
specie required for foreign export, begin once more 
to expand, and tempt the unwary to their ruin.— 
Property of all descriptions commands a fair price. 
The fourth or the fifth year the era of the extrava- 
gant banking and speculation returns, again to be 
succeeded by another ruinous revulsion. 

“This was the history of the country, up till 1837. 
Since then we have travelled the road to ruin much 
more rapidly than in former years. Before that pe- 
riod, it had required from three to six years to get 
up an expansion, and its corresponding explosion. 
We have now witnessed the astounding fact that we 
can pass through all these changes, and even from 
one suspension of specie payments to another, in 
little nore than two years.” 

Now, any person who has read my speech with 
candor, any person who heard itin a fair spirit, must 
have observed that it was exclusively my object to 
correct the excesses of the banking system, not to 
destroy the banks. I wished, by wise and wholesoine 
state legislation, to reform it in such a manner as to 
secure tothe people the benefits which mav be de- 
rived from it without involving them in ruin by its 
periodical excesses. I desired to see a sound mixed 
currency established, so that the wages of labor. 
the value of property, and the prices of the neces- 
saries and comforts of life, might have a fixed and 
permanent character, and not be liable to the perpe- 
tual fluctuations to which they are now at every mo- 
ment exposed. | 

But the senator seeks to involve me in inconsi3- 
tency, and to prove that Iam a hard money man, 
notwithstanding my repeated and solemn disavowals 
of this doctrine, and notwithstanding the admission 
in his speech, that, I had declared I was not friend- 
ly to an exclusive hard money currency, nor hostile 
to wellregulated state banks. It is true that, in the 
very sentence in Which he makes the admission, as 
well as throughout his speech, he nullifies its effects, 
and proceeds to argue as though it had never been 
made. What course does he pursue to accomplish 
this purpose? 

Having ever been the friend of domestic manu- 
factures, 1 endeavored to prove what I honestly be- 
lieve to be the fact, that ‘the extravagant amount of 
our circulating medium, consisting, in a great de- 
gree, of the notes thrown out upon the communi- 
ty by eight lmndred banks, was injurious to our do- 
mestic manufactures. In other words, not that 
banking, but that extravagant banking and domes- 
tic manufactures are directly hostile to each other.” 

To establish this proposition, I referred to the 

well known principle of political economy, “that 
if you double the amount of the necessary circulat- 
ing medium in any country, you thereby double the 
nominal prices of every article. If, when the cir- 
culating medium is fifty millions, an article should 
cost one dollar, it would cost two, if without any 
increase of the uses of a circulating medium the 
quantity should be increased to one hundred mil- 
lions.” 
In order to apply this principle to our condition, 
and place it in its most striking light before the 
country and the manufacturers, I took the United 
States, which is emphatically a paper money coun- 
try, not at the present moment of depression, but at 
the extreme point of our periodical expansion, when 
every article commanded the highest price; and 
contrasted the condition of our manufactures at that 
point of time with those of Germany, which is em- 
phatically a hard money country. I presented the 
two extremes, in order to male the contrast the more 
striking. ‘ : ; 

“At particular stages of our expansion, (I said), 
we might with justice apply the principle which I 
have stated, to our trade with those countries, and 
asserts, that from the great redundancy of our cur- 





rency, articles are manufactured in France and Ger- 
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many for one-half of their actual cost in this coun- 
try. Let me present an example. In Germany, 
where the currency is purely metallic, and the cost 
of evey thing is reduced to a hard. money standard, 
apiece of broadcloth can be manufactured for filty 
dollars; the manufacture of which, in our country, 
from the expansion of our paper currency, would 
cost one hundred dollars, What is the consequence? 
The foreign French or German manufacturer im- 
ports this cloth into our country and sells it for a 
undred dollars, Does not every person perceive 
that the redundancy of our currency is equal to a 
premium of one hundred per cent. in favor of the 
foreign manufacturer? No tariff of protection, un- 
less it.amounted to prohibition, could counteract this 
advantage in fayor of foreign manufactures. | 
would to heaven that I could arouse the attention 
of every manufacturer of the nation to this important 
subject, 
_ ©The foreign manufacturer will not receive our 
bank notes in payinent. He will take nothing home 
except gold and silver, or bills of exchange, which 
are equivalent. He does not expend this morey 
here, where he would be compelled to support his 
family, and to purchase his labor and materials at the 
same rate of prices which he receives for his manu- 
factures, On the contrary, he goes home, purchases 
his labor, his wool and all other articles which enter 
into his manufacture, at half their cost in this coun- 
try; and again returns to inundate us with foreign 
wollens, and to ruin cur domestic manufactures. I 
might cite many other examples, but this, I trust, 
will be sufficient to draw public attention to the 
subject. This depreciation of our currency is, there- 
fore, equivalent io a direct protection granted to the 
foreign over the domestic manufacturer. It is im- 
possible that our manufacturers should be able to 
sustain such an unequal competition.” 

-But, sir, cid I propose to convert this country into 
a hard money country in order to place it in the 
same condition with Germany and France in regard 
to domestic manufactures? Far, very far, from it. 
Such achange would violate all our fixed habits, 
and be opposed to the genius of our people. The 
case was presented not with this view; but for the 
purpose of exhibiting the injurious consequences 
arising to manufactures from the redundancy of our 
currency at the periods of our greatest expansions. 
We must trade with these countries, whether we 
will or not, and in orderto place us. in something 
like a position of equality with them, I. desired, if 

ossible, to prevent these extravagant expansions 
y introducing such bank reforms as would secure 
to us such a stable mixed currency, which should 
not be perpetually fluctuating inamount. This was 
the whole tenor of my remarks from beginning to 
end. 

At the commencement of the very next paragraph 
T use the following language: ‘Sir, I solemnly be- 
lieve that if we could but reduce this inflated paper’ 
bubble to any thing like reasonable dimensions, 
New England would become the most prosperous 
manulacturing country that the sun ever shone 
upon.”? The same idea is conveved throughout. 
It is the reduction of our inflated paper currency to 
reasonable dimensions, not the destruction of banks 
and bank paper, which I have uniformly advo- 
cated. 

In my statement of the simple fact know to all 
men, that the foreign manufacturer goes home to 
his hard money country and purchases his fabor and 
his materials at half what they cost here, at the mo- 
ment when our currency is in a state of the greatest 
expansion, the senator finds his justification for as- 
serting that I desire to establish a hard money cur- 
rency in this country, and to reduce the wages of 
labor and the value of property. But this is not all. 
Though the independent treasury bill was entirely 
lost sight of at this period of the discussion, and the 
only point involved was a general principle of poli- 
tical economy, having no reference whatever to that 
bill, he. has had the hardihood to proclaim to the 
world, upon no other foundation than what I have 
stated, that I urged its passage because it would es- 
tablish a hard money currency, and thus reduce the 
the wages of labor and the value of property. 

In 1837, [ introduced the very same principle of 

olitical economy into the discussion, and in similar 
felmoeble presented the ruinous consequences which 
resulted to the manufacturing interest from the ex- 
ansion, and contractions of our paper currency. 
No senator then misunderstood my argument. It 
was reserved for the senator from Massachusetts, at 
this late day, entirely to pervert my meaning, and 
to endeavor to hold me up to the country as the 
avowéd enemy of the poor laborer, and as the advo- 
cate of the independent treasury bill, because it would 
reduce his wages. 

These periodical expansions and contractions of 
our currency seriously threaten to ruin our domes- 
tic manufactures. Unless they can be prevented, 





by some means or other, these manufactures must 
sink. Wlien I express this opinion, I speak in the 
sincerity of ny heart. Whether I am friendly to 
the cause of domestic industry or not, I leave for 
those to determine who have observed the whole 
course of my public life. 

Our periodical crash is always preceded by a year 
of enormous importations. The reason is obvious. 
In proportion to the expansion of our currency, the 
prices of all articles rise; and from this enhance- 
ment of price, our country becomes the best mar- 
ket in the world for the sale of foreign manufac- 
tures. In the year 1839, our imports were greater, 
by forty-four millions of dollars, than they had been 
in 1838. This excessive importation, whilst it was 
the immediate cause of the ruinous revulsion in 
the business of the country, and of the suspension 
of specie payments, left our markets flooded with 
foreign goods, to the great injury of our own manu- 
factures. When the explosion came, manufacturers, 
merchants, mechanics, laborers and ail, fell under 
its blasting influence. It was my object to correct 
the excesses of the banking system which are pro- 
ductive of these injurious consequences, and not to 
destroy the banks. The gentleman, although he 
may take up detached sentences of my speech, and 
pervert their meaning, can never place any other 
construction upon the whole of it than such as I 
have stated. 

To regulate—to restrain the banks within safe li- 
mits—toatiord to the laboring man constant employ- 
ment and regular wages—not to cause the wages of 
labor in one year to mount up with all other articles 
to an extravagant price, and then, by the revulsion 
in the succeeding year, to sink to almost nothing; 
these are the ideas which pervade my speech 
tbroughout. After our periodical explosions, the 
laborer undergoes caiamities and sufferings much 
more severe than any other class of society. It 
was to correct this inevitable result, and thus to 
benéfit the laborer, that I insisted upon bank re- 
form. I declared that “tan entire suppression of all 
bank notes of a lower denomination than the value 
of one week’s wages of the laboring man, is abso- 
lutely necessary for his protection. He ought al- 
ways to receive his wages in gold and silver. Of 
all men on the earth, the laborer is most interested 
in having a sound and stable currency.” 

Is there any gentleman of any party who will 
not unite with me in these sentiments! Ought we 
not to abolish all small notes, if this were in our 
power, of denominations lower than one week’s 
wages of labor? The history of the proceedings in 
this senate on the currency bill, and on other bills, 
proves thata principle which would produce this 
effect was sanctioned by all and voted for by all. 

To show that I expressed no opinion in favor of 
an exclusive metallic curreney, but directly the re- 
verse, permit me to refer to another paragraph of 
my speech. 

“But the senator from Kentucky (Mr. Clay) 
leaves no stone unturned. He says that the friends 
of the independent treasury desire to establish an 
exclusive metallic currency, as the medium of all 
dealings throughout the union; and, also, to reduce 
the wages of the poor man’s labor, so that the rich 
employer may be able to sell his manufactures at a 
lower price. Now, sir, I deny the correctness of 
both these propositions; and, in the first place, I, 
for one, am not in favor of establishing an exclusive 
metallic currency for the people of thiscountry. I 
desire to see the banks greatly reduced in number; 
and would, if I could, confine their accommodations 
to such loans or discounts, for limited periods, to 
the commercial, manufacturing and trading classes 
of the community,as the ordinary course of their 
business might render necessary. I never wish to 
see farmers and imechanics and professional men 
tempted, by the facility of obtaining bank lvans for 
long poriods, to abandon their own proper and use- 
ful and respectable spheres, and rush into wild and 
extravagant speculation. I would, if 1 could, ra- 
dically reform the present banking system, so as to 
confine it within such limits as to prevent future 
suspensions of specie payments; and without ex- 
ception, | would instantly deprive each and every 
bank of its charter which should again suspend. 
Establish these or similar reforms, and give usa 
real specie, basis for our paper circulation, by in- 
creasing the denomination of bank notes first to ten, 
and afterwards to twenty dollars, and 1 shail then 
be the friend, not the enemy, of banks. I know 
that the existence of banks, and the circulation of 
bank paper, are so identified with the habits of our 
people, that they cannot be abolished, even if this 
were desirable. To reform, and, not to destroy, is 
my motte. To confine them to their appropriate 
business, and prevent them from ministering to the 
spirit of wild and reckless speculation, by extrava- 
gant loans and issues, is all which ought to be desir- 
ed. But this I shall say. If experience should 





prove it to be impossible to enjoy the facilities 
which well regulated banks would afford, without, 
at the same time, continuing to suffer the evils which 
the wild excesses of the present banks have hitherto 
entailed upon the country, then I should consider it 
the lesser -evil to abolish them altogether. If the 
state legislatures shall now do their duty, I do not 
believe that it will ever become necessary to decide 
on such an alternative.” 

I declare that to reform, and not to destroy, the 
banks, is my motto. T.is was my language in 
1837: itis my langnage now. The greatest ene- 
mies of these institutions are those who are un- 
willing to arrest thein, by wise legislation, in their 
reckless and ruinous career, and thus prevent them 
from destroying themselves. There is no truth 
more certain than this: that if the influence of the 
banks should prevent the adoption of such legisla- 
tion as will afford to the people the facilities which 
they have a right to demand from these institutions, 
without, at the same time, inflicting the evils which 
their wild excesses have hitherto entailed upon the 
country, they will finally be crushed by public 
opinion. This I should regret for many reasons, 
although it is possible that a much better banking 
system might arise from their ruins. 

It is true that I expressed a serious doubt whether 
the present banking system would be wisely regu- 
lated by the states. I fell confident that this can 
never be effectually accomplished whilst nine hun- 
dred banks exist, pouring forth upon the country, 
at the periods.of expansion, bank notes of all de- 
nominations from a dollar and upwards, “You can- 
not have sound banks unless you reduce their num- 
ber. Out of the large commercial cities, where 
banks transact their business much more by means 
of bank credits, deposites and checks, than by the 
issue of notes, no bank can make money, and at the 
same time be safe, without an extended theatre for 
circulation. Country banks, whose circulation is 
limited to a circumference of a few iniles in dia- 
meter, if they doa profitable business, must, from 
the very nature of things, force their paper upon the 
public to such an amount as to render them inse- 
cure. In the days of expansion, when speculation 
is raving, they may not be in immediate danger.— 
When the reverse comes, and panic arises, the notes 
of such a bank may be all thrown upon it for re- 
demption in a single day, or a single week. It can 
make no safe calculation of the extent to which it 
can maintain its circulation, as it could do if this 
circulation covered a large space of country. One 
of the greatest reforms of our banking system would, 
therefore, be greatly to reduce their number. 

Now as to the wages of labor: I really thought 
it was impossible that I could have been misun- 
derstood, until I read the speech of the senator. In 
combating the remarks of the senator from Ken- 
tucky, (Mr. Clay), I proved that what the laboring 
man ought, above all things, to desire, was, such a 
reform in our banking system as would afford him 
‘constant employment and regular wages, paid ina 
sound currency.” It is ruinous to him for his wages 
to be rising with the kite of speculation one year, 
and the very next year to have them reduced to al- 
most nothing, and even to be without employment 
altogether. He never benefits by extravagant specu- 
lation. It brings to bim nothing but unmitigated 
evil, because the increased prices which he is obliged 
to pay for the necessaries and comforts of life, coun- 
terbalance, and more than counterbalance, this ad- 
vantage. What he desires is stability and regularity 
in the business of the country. He ought to be 
able to raise his family in peace and comfort, and to 
look forward to the next year for the same reward 
for his honest toil that he received the last. On this 
subject no anxious doubts ought to harass his mind. 
He ought to feel himself independent so long as it 
shall please the eee: to give him health and 
strength to earn his bread by the sweat of his face, 
without being involved in those periodical crashes 
of the banking system, which are produced by ex- 
travagant expansions of the currency. Under the 
present system the laboring man cannot calculate 
what a day may bring forth. He receives high 
wages to-day and is starving for want of employ- 
iment to-morrow. In illustrating these views, I 
most cheerfully admitted in my speech that “that 
country is most prosperous where labor commands 
the greatest reward; where one day’s labor will pro- 
cure not the greatest nominal amount of a depreci- 
ated currency, but most of the necessaries and com- 
forts of life.” And I said that by correcting your 
bloated credit system in such a manner as to reduce 
“the amount of your bank issues within reasoable 
and safe limits, and establishing a metallic basis for 
your paper circulation,” you would greatly benefit 
the laborer. He could then purchase more of the 
necessaries and comforts of life for one dollar “than 
he could have done in the days of extravagant ex- 
pansion for one dollar and a quarter.” Besides, he 
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would then enjoy the advantages which he never 
can do under the present system, ‘fof constant em- 
ployment and regular wages,” without bein “in- 
volved in ruin by arecurrence of those. periodical 
expansions and contractions of the rico A which 
have hitherto convulsed the country.” The last 
thing of which I ever dreamed, was to bring his 
wages down to the pure metallic standard. I wish- 
ed to adopt that safe mixed currency which I so 
fully described in the course of my remarks, and 
which would be a blessing to manufacturers, mer- 
chants, mechanics, laborers, and all the people of 
the country, because it would produce certainty and 
stability in all the transactions of life. 

It was the ardent desire of Henry the 4th, the 
great monarch of France, so to govern his country, 
that every laborer in his dominions might have a 

ullet in his pot on Sundays. In our own highly 
avored land, even at the period of the greatest ex- 

ansion, the laboring man could not afford to regale 
fimself and his family with a roast of beef. If his 
wages were high, the monopolists of this article, 
aided by the-banks, raised the price of this neces- 
sary of life in a much greater proportion. 

I repeat that the senator might have argued as 
he pleased against the independent treasury bill, and 
this would have afforded me no cause of complaint. 
He might have inferred from my argument, however 
unjustly, that I was friendly to a pure metallic cur- 
rency, and I should not have complained before the 
senate. But when he pnt into my mouth, as a lead- 
ing argument in favor of the bill, that it would re- 
store an exclusive metallic currency to the country, 
I felt myself obliged, by imperious necessity, to cor- 
rect the misrepresentation, because it was doing me 
the most galling injustice. 

I regret exceedingly, that any thing of a per- 
sonal character has grown out of this matter. It 
was the farthest thing imaginable either from my 
intention or my wishes. But when the senator 
thought proper to treat my complaints with the 
scorn and contempt which he said they deserved, I 
believed it to be a duty which I owed to inyself, to 
hurl back his defiance, and he may make the most 
of it. 

Mr. Davis rose and replied to Mr. Buchanan as 
follows: 

Mr. PresipentT: The member from Pennsylva- 
nia(Mr. Buchanan) is of opinion that I have not 
inet one of his charges, and is pleased, in the exer- 
ciseof his courtesy, to say I have evaded them, 
and made a false issue. Nothing can be more un- 
just—nothing more untrue, as I view the matter; 
and how far it becomes him to make such declara- 
tions, after declining to point out more distinctly 
his causes of complaint, you and others must judge. 
Sir, I have no cause for evasion or a false issue; the 
plain matters of fact are enough for te, and I will 
take care that the member does not escape from 
them by anissue varying much, as I think, from 
that made in the outset. 
nized by the public—if they are found unpalatable, 
and the tide of public opinion rolls back upon him, 
he will not escape from his responsibility by turn- 
ing upon me, and raising a controversy here about 
the influence of the sub-treasury in introducing a 
hard money currency. Sir, I did not rise to retort 
the indecorous language of the member. Harsh 
epithets can add nothing to the force of truth, nor 
can violent language strengthen a feeble or false ar- 
gument. They contribute nothing to the dignity 
of the senator, are a violation of the rules of this 
body, and will be estimated by the public, as they 
are, unworthy of this place. 

Why is this matter brought here at this late dav? 
He does not question the identity of the speech I 
delivered here and the one in print. This he can- 
not do; but complains, among other things, of at- 
tacks made upon him in the public press. ‘This is 
the secret of the whole matter. The country con- 
demns his opinions on wages. The laborers are 
Startled at the thought of being brought down to 
‘‘the standard of prices throughout the world.’’ 
This is the topic on which the press speaks, as far 
as I have met its language, and this the senator has 
labored to explain by reading from his speeches; 
but he does not read the parts of his late speech to 
which I chiefly replied, and to which I have drawn 
his attention, but the public shall have an opportu- 
nity to read it, and judge for themselves whether it 
can have any interpretation but that given to it. 

But the senator now, for the first time, as far as I 
have heard, asserts that he did not hear the whole 
of my speech. Not hear it, when it was mostly a 
comment upon his remarks, and he present and 
nearme! If he did not hear it at all, why did he 
Speak to me at the close as if he had? Why did he 
use complimentary language, which {shall not re- 
peat in this place? 


But, sir, what is the issue made now? It has 


If his opinions are scruti- | 











dwindled down into this: ‘The gravamen, as he ex- 


presses it, is, that I have put into his mouth words 
that he never used in regard to the influence which 
the sub-treasury may have in introducing a specie 
currency. I have made him also, he thinks, too 
much of a hard money man. Ido not, in stating 
his objections, pretend to use his words, for that is 
out of my power. In treating of this subject, he 
has reviewed his opinions upon banks, excessive 
issues of paper, a mixed currency, the reduction of 
the currency and the effect on wages. Though he 
states the gravamen to be what [ have described, 
yet he has thought it necessary to dwell on all these 
matters, and especially to labor to prove that he is 
in favor of banks and a mixed currency, and that 
he is not for coming down to hard money alone, or 
for reducing wages tothe hard money standard. 
But, sir, he does not come tothe point to which [ 
have called his attention. I asked him more than 
once to tell me what he means in his speech, where- 
in, speaking of the failure in success of our mann- 
factures and the remedy for that evil, he says, 
among other language equally forcible: ‘Reduce 
our nominal to the real standard of prices throughout 
the world, and you cover the country with blessings 
and benefiis.”” This, he contended, is what the in- 
terests of the manufacturers require. Yes, sir, to 
reduce thus the prices of production and wages. I 
asked him what this standard of prices throughout 
the world was, and whether it was not hard money. 
But to this no answer has been made. He does not 
meet the inquiry, but affirms he is for a mixed cur- 
rency, and not for reducing wages to the humble 
pay of the serfs of Europe, but what is the mean- 
ing of this part of hisspeech? Has it none? or, if it 
has any, what is it? He is forreducing “the paper 
bubble,’ in other words, bank paper, to this stan- 
dard; and this is «*to cover the country with blessings 
and benefits.” Sir, take this language in con- 
nexion with what I read from the member’s speech 
this morning, and who can halt or doubt as to the 
meaning. If the sense be not that ‘the paper bub- 
ble’’ is to be reduced till the price of wages and 
every thing else, comes to be as low as it is in hard 
money countries, then it has, in my judgment, no 
intelligible meaning. There is no qualifying or 
altering it; and yet am charged with making him 
too much of a hard money man. Sir, the senator 
is unconscious what language he uses about banks 
—a tone of severe reproof and denunciation runs 
through his speech against our system, which he 
affirms to be the worst in the world; and even now, in 
speaking of them, while he disclaims being a hard 
money man, he says they have hugged the manu- 
factures to death. Whatever else his printed speech 
contains, the parts which I read, when last up, 
cannot be perused without making the inference 
which I draw from it, and it will be so understood 
wherever it is read. 

But, sir, the senator complains that I have pnt 
words into his mouth. What words have ! putinto 
his mouth? Where are they, and what are they? 
Is this a fair representation? I have stated his 
opinions, his arguments and his views of policy, 
but, with the exception of one or two instances, 
about which I have heard no complaint, I have not 
pretended to use his words. This is apparent on the 
face of my speech, and yet he repeats that I have 
put words into his mouth. 

He thinks [ have not only made hin too much 
of a hard money man, but have imputed to him an 
opinion that the bill will have a greater tendency to 
restrain the issues of bank paper, and to introduce 
hard money, than he contended for. He admits 
that itis to have some influence—how mueh does 
not appear. . Have I not shown that he is in favor 
of a reduction of prices ‘‘to the standard of prices 
throughout the world?” Have I not shown that 
he contends for this as a wise policy, that we may 
obtain exclusive possession of our own markets, and 
enter successfully with our manufactures and pro- 
ducts the markets of the world, by selling as lowas 
any country? Have I not shown that this standard 
of prices, as itis called, is identical, in all its effects, 
with the standard of prices in hard money coun- 
tries? Have I not shown that this reduction in 
prices, both of wages and property, is proposed to 
be accomplished by reducing the amount of our 
currency till prices are brought to this standard? 
And have [ not shown all this by the printed speech 
of the senater, as put forth with his approbation? 
Is not the language and the conclusions irresistible? 
It will, is must be so understood by ali who read it. 

After all this—after a delay of six weeks without 
complaint till the doctrine was condemned by the 
publie, and after bringing the senator to this point 
—~after showing that he is in favor of German pri- 
ces, and that he calls Germany emphatically a hard 
money country, he complains that I made him too 
much of a hard money man, and that I make him ex- 
press the opinion that the sub-treasury bill will 
bring things nearer to this result than he contended 











for or believed it would. What if it should produce 
this result? What ifit should go beyond his anti- 
cipations? Whatif there isa misapprehension by 
me of his views as to the extent of its influence— 

of what consequence is it? It will only carry out 
his views and policy more strongly than he antiei- 

pated—and that policy, he says, would “cover the 

country with blessings and benefits.” He cannot 

seriously regret this, if it should turn out to be so. 

It is, sir, a small matter, and will be so regarded. 

For he will not deny that he is for a reduction of 
the currency, and that such a reduction, in his opi- 

nion, will reduce prices, and consequently the price 

of labor, for the reasoning of most of his speech 

goes to that point. Nor will he deny that, in his 

opinion, the bill tends to reduce the currency, and 

will thus carry out these views as far as its provi- 

sions can carry them. It is, therefore, part and par- 

cel of this policy, and has been and is so understood 
every where. Itis too late to come with such a 
complaint, as the senator might have corrected and 

fixed the limit of influence he ascribed to the bill, if 
he had chosen to do it, on the spot, or he might 
have done it at this time, in unobjectionable terins, 

if that was his only purpose. Am I, under such 

circumstances, to be rebuked for vaaottva, 4 that his 

arguments had some connection with the bill? The 
bill was the topic of discussion: and is it singular, 

when the speech was chiefly spent on banks, cur- 

rency and the reduction of prices, that we should 

infer that the arguments were designed to have 

some pertinent application to the subject? That 

they were designed to enforce and illustrate the 

policy to be introduced by the measure under con- 

sideration? If they were not urged for this purpose, 

for what end were they brought forward. 

But, sir, my object in rising was announced in 
the outset to be limited toa reply to the doctrines 
and opinions of the senator, and cliefly to those 
which related to manufacturing and labor. My at- 
tention was attracted by these, as my speech fully 
proves, and my object was to test their soundness, 
and not weigh or consider the exact influences of 
the bill in carrying out these doctrines and opinions. 
The power of the bill was a subordinate matter, 
and will be so considered by the public. It ma 
answer to talk about here, but willbe of little avail. 
Attention is and will be directed to the policy; to 
the reduction of wages and property advocated by 
the senator. The public will be content, as I am, 
that he should limit the power of the-bill where he 
pleases, while his arguments show its tendency is 
towards the establishment of his general policy. 
The doctrines and principles advanced will go out 
with it, and they must be subjected to serutiny, as 
they cannot be shut out of view by a controversy 
about the probable degree of effect of the bill. The 
doctrines go to the German standard of prices; and 
at that point they will hold the senator. But, in 
the opinion of the senator, I make him a hard mo- 
ney man, contrary to my express admission that he 
is for a mixed currency. Notso. He makes him- 
self such, against his own declarations. He takes 
both grounds, and I give him credit for it in my 
speech; and it is for him, and not for me, to harmo- 
nize the opinions. 

The senator has reiterated an isolated sentence 
of my speech, and again infers that I have repre- 
sented him as arguing that wages and property will 
be reduced one-half. I have several times told him 
distinctly that such was not my meaning, nor was 
it the fair construction of the whole text. I argued 
simply that he was in favor of reduction, without 
intending to say how much. I assured him that my 

urpose did not go beyond that. This was due to 
hide, for he gave a meaning to the languave that 


was not desiticu to be conveyed. With this he is 
not content; but persists in his own construction, 
re-asserting it in acrimonious language. While he 
does this, he admits that if he had made such a pro- 
position, it might have been justly characterized ag 
flagitious. Now, sir, I leave you and all others to 
detertnine whether a reduction of wages and pro- 
perty to German prices, with labor at a few pence 
a day, is a descent of one-half; whether such a pro- 
cess reaches hard money, whether it will “cover 
the country with blessings and benefits,”” or be fla- 
gitious. 

Sir, the senator is of opinion that I would hold 
him and his friends up as enemies to the laborers. 
This again is a great mistake. T have spoken of 
his opinions, his statements and his viewe of poli- 
cy—not of his motives or feelings. 1 have traced 
his arguments out into their consequences, and 
left the matfer there for approval or condemnation— 
but have neither held the senator nor his friends up 
as enemies of any body. 

If { could be surprised at any thing, it would be 
at the tone assumed in this controversy. The se- 
nator talks of my hectoring him, and one would 
think he considered me the aggressor. Sir, let gli 


my m : 








88 


— 


NILES’ NATIONAL REGISTER—APRIL 11, 1840—THE TREASURY NOTE BILL. 








who have heard and witnessed what has passed 
bear testimony to the unfounded character of such 
a suggestion, and to the manner in which the sena- 
tor proceeded to correct what at most could be no 
more than a ope 4 wre sate The matter is un- 
provoked, and of the senator’s own seeking. Any 
misapprehension would have been cheertully set 
right, if it had been pointed out in terms of courte- 
sy. But the senator chose to make this appeal in 
the way and manner in which it has been done, ac- 
companied by language which is unparliamentary, 
ungentlemauly and untrue; and let the tribunal to 
which he has appealed decide between us, and deter- 
mine whether I have met his complaints, and whe- 
ther there is the least grouad to sustain his charge 
of misrepresentation. : 


THE TREASURY NOTE BILL. 
IN SENATE—APRIL l. 

This bill was taken up at one o’clock, on the 
motion of Mr. Hubbard, and, having been read— 

Mr. Hubbard remarked, that he regretted, and 
the senate would regret, that his friend, the chair- 
man of the committee on finance, was absent from 
his place. ‘The charge of this bill would have de- 
volved upon him had he been present. And not 
until within a few hours did he (Mr. H.) suppose 
that his honorable friend would not be able to be 
in his place. He was aware that the severe indis- 
position of a member of his family had occasioned 
his absence. And the committee on finance had 
met this morning and had assigned to him the care 
of this bill. And sensible as they were of the im- 

ortance of immediate action, they had instructed 
iin to press this measure upon the consideration 
of the senate without any delay. 

The bill which has passed the house, and is now 
before the senate, provides— 

“That the regulations and provisions contained 
in the act passed the twelfth day of October, in 
the year one thousand eight hundred and thirty- 
seven, entitled ‘an act to authorise the issuing of 
treasury notes,’ and in the subsequent acts in addi- 
tion thereto, be, and the sagne are hereby, renewed, 
and made in full force, excepting the limitations 
concerning the times within which such notes may 


be issued, and restricting the amount thereof as 
hereafter provided.” 


And the same bill further provides — 

_ “That under the regulations and provisions con- 
tained in said act, treasury notes may be issued in 
lieu of others hereafter or heretofore redeemed, but 
not to exceed in the amount of notes outstanding 
at any one time the aggregate of five millions of 
dollars, and to be redeemed sooner than one year, 


11 tne means of the treasury will permit, by giving 
notice sixty days of those notes which the depart- 
men! is ready te redeem; no interest to be allowed 
thereon after the expiration of said sixty days. 
And that this act sha!l continue in force one year 
and no longer.” 

As this bill, so essential to the public service, 30 
intimately connected with the preservation of the 
public crecit, had been opposed with so much de- 
termination, he felt himself now called upon to 
ask the candid attention of the senate, while he 
went into a full examination of its provisions. And 
in the outset he must be permitted to say, that this 
measure is no bank in disguise; that it has no di- 
rect or remote relation to any such institution. It 
4s simply a measnre to borrow five millions of dol- 





ed to raise money for his convenience, he issues his 
own written promise to pay. It is evidence of the 
debt of the individual, and it is evidence of the en- 
gagement of the same individual to redeem that 
debt. And precisely so with the government; it 
wanted money; it issued in the mode required by 
law its evidences of debt, and its promises of pay- 
ment. In both cases the wantof immediate means 
for use induced the transaction. And as no doubt 
could be entertained that in the case of the indivi- 
dual it would be a loan, just as emphatically was 
it aloan of the ten millions obtained under the act 
of October, 1837. The issue was made upon the 
credit of the government; the means were procur- 
ed upon that issue by the faith of the government, 
which was pledged for the redemption of the notes 
issued. And if itso happened that these treasury 
notes entered into the circulation of the country, 
that circumstance did not tend to change the cha- 
racter of the transaction. The negotiable paper of 
an individual, upon which he may obtain a loan, may 
enter into circulation; it may pass from hand to 
hand by assignment and delivery, but the original 
transaction was nevertheless a loan. 

By the first section of the act referred to, the 
president of the United States is authorised to 
cause treasury notes, for such sum or sums as the 
exigencies of the government may require, to be 
prepared and issued, limiting the amount of issue 
to ten millions of dollars—giving to that reponsi- 
ble officer of the government, in other words, the 
power to borrow ten miilions of dollars, if the exi- 
gencies of the country should demand it. The 
notes which were to be issued, signed and coun- 
tersigned could not be regarded in any other light. 
Andif they should get into circulation—pass from 
one to another—it may be answered that the certi- 
ficates of the funded debt were alike assignable, 
and passed from one to another By the second sec- 
tion of the actof the 12th of October, 1827, the 
true character is given to this transaction. It is 
there expressly provided, that these notes shall be 
reimbursed and redeemed by the United States, at 
the treasury, after the expiration of one year from 
the dates of the notes, respectively. The same 
section provides that the rate of interest shall be 
fixed by the secretary of the treasury, with the ap- 
probation of the president, and that they shall not 
draw interest after the expiration of said year— 
distinctly evincing the period of duration for this 
loan, and solemnly pledging the faith of the go- 
vernment for the reimbursement of the notes issued, 
or of the loan contracted. The true character is 
here given to this transaction. 


jor redeemed in pursuance of the provisions of the 
act. It gives no authority to reissue the notes once 
issued, or to issue new notes in their stead. 

By the act of May 21, 1838, the secretary of the 
treasury is authorised to issue new notes in place of 
such as have been or may be issued, under the au- 
thority of the act of October, 1837, and which have 
been, or which may hereafter be, paid into the trea- 
sury, and cancelled. By the act of March 2, 1839, 
an authority is given to issue at any time prior to 
the 30th June then next, the remainder of the trea- 
sury notes authorised to be issued by the act of May 
21, 1838, to meet the current expenses of the go- 
vernment. 

Such has been the legislation of congress hereto- 
fore in relation to this subject. And the bill now 
upon the table proposes to re-enact and revive for 
one year the pre-existing legislation of congress 
upon this same subject-matter. And he would ad- 
dress himself to the intelligence and patriotism of 
the senate, whether the bill is objectionable in 
terms—whether the condition of the treasury does 
not imperiously require the immediate adoption of 
of this measure. He was sure he should not make 
this appealin vain. He heldin his hand a state- 
ment which had recently been received from the 
secretary of the treasury, and which went to exhi- 
bit the true condition of the treasury at the present 
time; and if this paper could be relied on, and he 
could not doubt that it merited our entire confi- 
dence, there was a _ necessity for immediate action 
upon the bill before the senate. 

Receipis and expenditures since January 1, 1840. 

RECEIPTS AND MEANS. 
Balance in the treasury and available on the Ist of 





January, near $2,200,000 
Received in January, from 
customs, near $1,250,000 
Do. from lands, "250,000 
Received in February, from 
customs, 1,510,006 
Do. from lands, 120,600 
Received in March, from 
customs, 1,408,000 
Do. from lands, 150,000 
Ordinary receipts, 4,680,000 


Collected since Ist January from indebt- 











The exigencies of the country then required the | 
use of ten millions of dollars. The president was | 
authorised to make the loan in the mode prescrib- | 
ed. The faith of the United States was pledged 
for its redemption. 

The third section of the act of October, 1837, 
designates the manner of executing these certifi- 
cates of the public debt, and requires the secretary 
to account for the notes delivered to him. 

The fourth section repudiates the idea that this | 
issue of treasury notes was to be regarded as paper 
money, and unqualifiedly establishes the position 
before assumed, that the issue was but to carry out 
the loan which had been contracted by the govern- 
ment. ‘That section provides that the secretary of 
the treasury, under the direction of the president, 
cause a portion of said notes to be issued in pay- 








Jars for the use of the government. It originated 
Where such measures’ should originate, in the po- 
ular branch; and the bill is to be sustained, and 
‘sustained only upon that clause of the constitution 
which ‘gives authority to congress ‘to borrow mo- 
ney on the creditof the United States.” Heshould 
not attempt to sustaiu che bin upon any other prin- 
‘iple. Tt was thep;in his judgment, nothing more 
‘nor Jess than a bill'to borrowa specified sum for 
‘{he use and upon the credit of the United States. 
* As the first section of this bill seeks to revive 
the provisions of the act of the 12th of October, 
1837, authorising the issue of treasury notes—and 
the acts having connection therewith, which were 
subsequently passed by congress, he proposed to 
examine these acts with much particularity, in or- 
der to show that the character of this measure was 
such and such only, as he had given it. 

The aet which was passed on the 12th of Octo- 
ber, 1837, was ‘“‘an act to authorise the issuing of 
treasury notes;’”? was an act,in other words, au- 
thorising the issue of certificates of public debt. 
‘And the notes which were issued under and in 
pursuance of the act of October, 1837, were but 
the promises of the government to pay the amount 
of money specified. And he was unable to distin- 
zuish between the issue of these notes by the go- 
vernment, and the issue of notes for a like object, 
by individuals, so far as it went to give a definite 
character to the transaction. If an individual wish- 





ment of debts due by the United States to such 
public creditors as may choose to receive such 
notes in payment. And the secretary of the trea- 
sury is further authorised, with the approbation of 
the president, to borrow, from time to time, such 
sums as the president may think expedient on the 
credit of such notes. ‘There seems to be no room 
left for cavil—it is as clear as light—that this 
emission of treasury notes is not to constitute, by 


the act of the government, any portion of the eir-} 


culating medium of the country, but merely to en- 
able the executive to perfect the loan which, by 
the terms of the act, he is authorised to obtain, and 
to issue these notes as evidences of the debt, and 
as engagements to refund. 

The fifth section, in terms, makes them of the 
same negotiable character as the old certificates of 
the funded debts and makes them assignable like 
the negotiable paper of individuals, 

‘Fhese treasury notes are made reeeivable for 
duties, taxes and for public lands. The other 
portions of the act of October, 1837, need not be 
particularly quoted. They provide that the holder 
shall receive the principal and the interest speeified. 
They give authority to the secretary to purchase 
the outstanding notes. And the act further provides 
for the punishment of such persons who counterfeit 
said notes. And it requires the secretary of the 





treasury to cause a statement to be published 








ed deposite banks, about 400,000 
Aggregate means in first quarter, $7,280,000 
EXPENDITURES. 
In January, $1,255,753 
In February, 1,427,687 
In March, 1,650,000 
Aggregate for ordinary objects, $4,333,440 
Since the Ist of January, redeeming trea- 
sury notes, paid about 1,400,000 
Available balance in treasury, say 1,546,560 
$7,280,000 


Notre.—The above expenses includes what has been 
actually paid for pensions, but would have been larger 
if all called for had been advanced by about $5,000,000 

This amount has been postponed a few weeks. 

If the usual appropriation bills had passed, there 
would have been due and paid under them more, by 
near \ $1,000,000 

These two last amounts will soon be required, and 
besides them and the ordinary expenditures in the rest 
of the year, almost one million and a quaties more will 
be needed to redeem treasury notes falling due in May. 

It will be seen by reference to this communica- 
tion from the secretary of the treasury, that the 
amount inthe treasury on the Ist of January ex- 
ceeded, by about seven hnndred thousand dollars, 
the sum estimated to be in the treasury by the se- 
cretary in his annual report upon the finances. The 
differenee undoubtedly arose from the receipts from 
imports and from the sale of lands exceeding the 
estimate of the secretary for the quarter ending the 
last December, 1839. 

It may be said here, as it has been said elsewhere, 
why is this measure called for? Why did not the 
secretary in his annual report state distinctly and 
direetly that this amount would be required?— 
There has been a misapprehension upon the sub- 
ject of that officer’s annual report in relation to this 
very matter. It had been said on the floor of the 
senate, on a former occasion, that the secretary had 
estimated the means and the expenditures for the 
current year, and had informed congress that the 
former would enable him to meet the expenditures 
as estimated, and leave in the treasury on the fst 
day of January, 1841, over a million of dollars. 

his is true to the letter; and the seeretary has 
not, in his recent communication, retracted any 
part of the statement made in his annual report. In 

that official document he distinctly stated, not only 
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treasury, but he also officially transmitted to con- 
gress an estimate of the expenditures of the year. 
This estimate of expenditures, that distinguished 

ublie officer is in no way responsible for; it 4s 
made up at the several departments, and the heads 
of those departments inform the secretary of the 
treasury what sum will be necessary for the sup- 
port of his own department. The secretary ar- 
ranges these various communications, and, upon 
a proper classification, he reports to congress what 
sums are estimated for the public expenditures for 
And his statement that there 
will be in the treasury; on the Ist of January, 1841, 
a million of dollars, is predicated upon the fact that 
all the means he has estimated shall be available, 
and that theexpenditures do not exceed the esti- 
mates. Hecould make no other report. And he 
would have been false to his trust, if he had given 
an honest account of the means, and a faithful ex- 
hibit of the estimated expenditures, and it should 
result, from such an expose, that the former would 
exceel the latter by a million of dollars, if he had 
said, [ want from congress a siill further sum of five 
millions of dollars. 

Such a course of conduct is not in accordance 
with the known vigilance, fidelity and uprightness 
of that public officer. But let it not be supposed 
that the secretary has made any concealments.— 
What has he said in his report? After giving a 
detailed statement of the means with which the 
treasury may be supplied in the course of the year, 
as follows: 

«From the best information possessed by this de- 


partment, it is computed that the aggregate of 


means available for public purposes, will not ex- 





ceed $18,600,000, viz: from 
Customs, ° ° $15,000,000 
Lands, ‘ ‘ 3,500,000 
Miscellaneous, . ‘ ‘ 100,000 
Add to these the balance available and 

applicable to other purposes, which 

it 1s supposed will be in the treasu- 

ry on the Ist of January, 1840 1,556,385 
The efficicnt means in that year will 

amount, in the aggregate, to 20,156,385 


If congress should inake appropriations 
to the extent desired by the different 
departments, the expenditvres for 
1840, independent of the redemption 
of treasury notes, are estimated at 

Including all the treasury notes to be 
redeemed, the aggregate expenditure 
would be about 

This would leave a deficit in the trea- 
sury, at the close of the year, amount- 
ing to 

But there will be due from the United 
States bank,in September next, on 
its fourth bond, about 

The principal now due on the treasu- 
rer’s deposites inother banks, which 
suspenced specie payments in 1837, is 1,149,904 

Should all these claims be collected in 
1840, they would prevent a deficien- 
cy, and leave an available balance in 
the treasury, of nearly 1,082,865 
He adds, for the information of congress, and 

most properly adds, that “it is not, however, consi- 

dered prudent to rely exclusively on the collection 
of these debts.”” And inanother part of the same 


20,000,000 


22,750,000 


report, the secretary, after informing congress of 


the aid which had been given to the department in 
time of temporary embarrassment—by authorising 
the issue of treasury notes—had added that 

‘The department is now without any resort, tem- 
porary or permanent, in case of material deficien- 
cies; and considering all the circumstances before 
mentioned, with the dangerous liability in law to 
have the whole of the outstanding treasury notes 
paid in at any moment for public dues, without a 
power remaining to issue others in their stead; con- 
sidering, also, the present revulsions in the com- 
mercial world, which affect so seriously the re- 
ceipts froin both duties and lands; considering the 
disasters which are befalling the banks, and ren- 
dering our collected funds in some cases wholly un- 
available, and the advances necessary to be soon 
made for the large payments of pensions, and trea- 
sury notes falling due in March, the earliest atten- 
tion to new legislation on this subjectseems highly 
prudent, if not indispensable, for the effectual secu- 
rity of the public credit.” 

In the extracts made from the secretary’s report, 
it is manifest that he has put congress in possession 
of all the inforination which could be material for 
their action. And by more recent communications 
the same facts are repeated. 

The secretary says, in a report made by hii to 
the president, under date of 15th of February, that 
‘‘after the lapse of nedrly three months, the views 











expressed in his annual report remain unchanged.” {ing interest, two millions and three quarters, or 


This bill is called for at this time not for the reason 
that the ordinary means coming into the treasury 
will not be sufficient to meet the ordinary ex- 
penditures, but for the reason that the expenditures 
have been extraordinary in the month of March, 
and will be unusually large in April and May. The 
statement from the secretary shows for what pur- 
poses the expenditures have been made up to this 
lime. It is known also that there is now outstand- 
ing treasury notes amounting to a million and a half 
of dollars. This sum must be paid in April and 
May. These considerations should induce the se- 
nate now to concur with the house in the passage 
of this bill. Itis a fact known to him that the de- 
partments have been without pay for the last quar- 
ter; that our judges are without their quarter yearly 
saiaries; our courts without the necesssary means 
for their support. 

It is true that the current appropriation bills have 
not passed the house, and owing to that circumstance 
the treasury department has been enable hitherto to 
sustain the credit of the government. And all he 
had tosay in conclusion was, that he hoped the 
senate would co-operate with him in now passin 
the bill before us. It is a measure called for by 
every consideration’of public justice; by every feel- 
ing of patriotisin; by the unavoidable expenditures 
of the treasury department which have recently 
taken place, and which are in prospect. It is not 
to be regarded as a permanent measure, but merely 
to afford that temporary aid and relief which an ex- 
traordinary expenditure of public money in the re- 
cet payment of pensions and in the extinguish- 
ment of a large portion of the public debt, has 
occasioned. He trusted, then, he should find the 
senate prepared to carry this measure through with- 
out delay. 

Mr. Webster next spoke as follows: 

I regret, Mr. President, that the chairman of the 
committee is absent as he might probably have 
made use of this occasion, not only to show the ne- 
cessity of raising this sum of five millions, for the 
iinmediate use of government, by some extraordi- 
nary means, but also to state his opinions upon the 
public revenue, both in regard to its present state 
and its prospects for the future. 

The sum and substance of the measure now be- 
fore us is, to borrow five millions of dollars, for two 


years, if necessary, and to pay therefor any rate of 


interest not exceeding six percent. This borrow- 
ing is to be done by means of issuing treasury notes, 
bearing interest; and, so ofien as they. shall be re- 
ceived at the treasury, they are to be reissued, so that 
the whole sum of five millions may be kept out. And 
the authority to issue and reissue is to last one year. 
The consequence of thisis, that one year from the 
date of the bill, if the whole five millions be not 
then outstanding, the balance may be issued, redeem- 
able ina year from that time. It isa power, there- 
fore, to make a Joan, for five millions, with an au- 
thority to continue that loan, by borrowing to-day 
to repay the suin borrowed yesterday, and to con- 
tinue this process, in effect, fortwo years. This is 
the substance of the bill. 

Mr. President, at the opening of the session, the 
president of the United States informed congress 
that the financial operations of the government for 
the past year had been very successful. 

The secretary, too, in the very first paragraph of 
his annual report, stated, with much satisfaction, 
that the revenues of the government had been in- 
creased, and the expenditures diminished. 

That the resources of the country are abundant, 
no one can doubt. Its wealth, its activity, its com- 
merce, and its freedom from burdensome taxation, 
render it able to raise, with entire facility, a reve- 
nue quite equal to all the just wants and necessities 
of the government. 
congratulations of the president and secretary, I 
cannot but entertain a doubt whether, under the 
operations of provisions now actually existing, and 
under the expenditures which have been made, and 
are making, or are in anticipation, it is prudent to 
indulge in sanguine hopes of an overflowing trea- 
sury. This doubt receives countenance from the 
fact, that the bill before us is to authorise the bor- 
rowing of five millions, in the form of treasury notes, 
and under such circumstances as leave no reasona- 


he millions seven hundred and fiity thousand dol- 
ars. 

This was the state of the treasury January 1, 
1840, as near as the secretary could estimate or as- 
certain it in December. It turns out, fiom the pa- 
per just read, that in fact there was a few hundred 
thousand dollars more in the treasury in January 
than the secretary’s estimate, but from what funds 
or sources does not appear, and this circumstance 
does not affect the general view which I propose to 
take. 

Let us now goback to January 1, 1837. In 1836, 
there being a great surplus in the treasury, the de- 
posite law was passed, by which five millions were 
to be reserved in the treasury, in aid of accruing 
revenues, that should be in the treasury January 1, 
1837, to meet future demands, and the rest of the 
money divided, in deposiges, with the states, by four 
quarterly payments or instalments. 

As the secretary was obliged to make his calcu- 
lation a little before the Ist of January, and could 
not say, exactly, what amount might be in the trea- 
sury at that time, he made a safe allowance; and it 
happened, in the end, I think, that six millions and 
more were retained in the treasury instead of five. 
At the commencement of 1837, then, the govern- 
ment had on hand six millions; and it had before it 
the whole accruing revenue of the year. Before the 
year was out, that is tosay,in the September session, 
congress suspended the payment of the last or fourth 





instalment, or fourth deposite to the states. This 
measure retained in the treasury a further sum of 
nine millions, thus, raising the reserved aggregate 
up to fifteen millions. Subsequently, the treasury 
received from the Pennsylvania bank of the United 
States five millions of dollars, as part of the pro- 
perty, or capital, of the United States in the former 
banks. This swelled the amounttotwenty millions. 
So that since January, 1837, the treasury has had 
fully twenty millions of former receipts, as well as 
all revenues arising since, 

Now, it is apparent that these twenty millions 
have been expended, within the three years, in ad- 
dition to all the revenue which has accrued in the 
mean time; with one deduction, which I shall state. 
[tis true that, in September, 1837, congress sus- 
pended, or postponed, the payment of certain cus- 
tom house bonds; but the time of that postpone- 
ment has long since expired, and the bonds have 
been paid. It is true, also, that the deposite banks, 
in 1837, held certain sums belonging to government, 
which they wished time to pay, But before the 
commencement of this year, these debts had been 
brought down toa million of dollars, or thereabouts. 
The true account, then, stands thus: 











Reserved under the deposite act $6,000,000 
Amount of fourth deposite held back 
from the states 9,000,000 
Received from Bank of the United 
States 5,000,000 
Borrowed on treasury notes, outstand- 
ing January 1, 1840 2,750,000 
} 22,750,000 
Deduct amountin treasury January J, 
1840 1,550,000 
21,200,000 
Deduct amount still due from deposite 
banks 1,000,000 
Balance $20,200,000 


Twenty millions two hundred thousand dollars, 
then, appear to have been expended in the three 











years, between January 1837, and January 1840, be- 
sides all the receipts from the custom house, and land 


| offices, and all other sourves. 
‘ . - | . ’ . . 
But, notwithstanding these | If there be any error in this general statement, [ 


hope that some gentleman will point it.out, and I 


shall cheerfully make the necessary correction. 
My object is to be accurate as well as distinct. 
But if there be no error, if this statement be true, 
as I suppose, then the result certainly is, that for 
the last three years, the government has expended 
almost seven millions a year beyond its income; and 
has supplied the deficiency out of funds previously 





acquired or received. The six millions reserved 
under the deposite law, the nine millions afterwards 


ble hope, as I think, of their redemption within this | withheld from the states, the five millions received 
year. 1 do not oppose the bill, but 1 propose to say | from the bank, all these were funds previously ac- 


a few words on the state of the treasury, and on the 
history of its receipts and disbursements, for the last 
three years. 

We learn from the secretary’s annual communi- 
cation that, at the commencement of this year, there 
was in the treasury no more than a million and a 
halfof dollars, available for the purposes of govern- 
ment. I omit fractions, and use round numbers, 
for the sake of brevity. Atthe same time the go- 
vernment owed, on outstanding treasury notes bear- 


quired, and none of them any part of the income or 
|revenue of 1837, 1838 or 1839. Ali the income 


and revenue of those years have been expended, and 
these twenty millions more. 

This general state of the treasury, and the histo- 
ty of revenue and expenditure for the last three 
years, may well awaken attention. We have no 
twenty millions more in cribto goto. Our capital 

is expended. There will be two millions anda half 
due from the Bank of the United States in Septem- 
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ber, and there is a small balance still due from the 
deposite banks; both together not exceeding three 
millions and a half; and, for the rest, we are torely 
on the usual sources, the custom house and the land 
offices. 

Now, then, the important questions are, does the 
administration expect an augmentation of income? 

Or, does it expect such a reduction of expendi- 
ture as shall keep it within the income? 

Or, does it contemplate loans, either in the form 
of treasury notes or otherwise, to make up deficien- 
cies? 

And, if the last, to what extent? 

The present measure is to authorise the immedi- 
ate issue of five millions in treasury notes, for the 
purpose of being paid out to persons having claims 
on government, or used as means of borrowing 
money for the necessities of the treasury. : 

I do not propose to oppose the passage of the bull, 
because I think it quite clear that the money is 
needed, in order to carry on the government. There 
are, indeed, objections to this form of borrowing 
money. For it is a borrowing of money, to-all in- 
tents and purposes. The secretary, indeed, ina re- 
cent communication to the senate, does not call it 
borrowing. He avoids that word, as if he were 
afraid it would burn his month. He calls it only 
‘exchanging treasury noles for specie.”’ This falls 
under that form of statement now usually called 
humbug. The secretary receives money, gives for 
it his treasury notes, payable a year hence, and 
bearing an interest of five or six per cent. But this, 
he thinks, is not borrowing money; it is only ez- 
changing his notes for money; a sort of exchange, I 
believe, which most borrowers are obliged to con- 
form to. The authority, and the only authority, 
under which he makes this marvellous “exchange,” 
is a section of the law of 1837, which authorises 
him to “borrow money.” 

I cannot say that I think the communication of 
the secretary, ta which I have referred, is a very 
full or clear answer to the call of the senate. But 
we learn from it, after all, what I was sure must 
have existed, and which it may be of some impor- 
tance to show. He admits that deposites have been 
made, to the credit of the treasurer, in certain banks; 
and that thereupon such banks have received trea- 
sury notes to a corresponding amount. And the 
treasurer, in a letter accompany'ng the secretary's 
report, says that these funds are drawn for as other 

funds and not specifically. ‘The secretary says these 
deposites are special and in specie. All that is hum- 
bug again; for all deposites in banks are regarded as 
specie deposites while banks pay specie, and the 
treasurer, as I have remarked, says expressly that 
these sums, thus deposited, are drawn for, when 
needed, in common with olher funds, and not spe- 
cifically or separately. ‘This idea, or this delusion, 
or this pretence, for it hardly deserves a respectable 
name, about special specie deposites, was sufficiently 
dissipated by the examination, last year, into the 
conduct of the banks connected with the New York 
custo:n house. When the banks pay specie, a spe- 
cial specie deposite is nothing but a deposite in 
specie or its equivalent, and the amount is paid out, 
on draft, in specie or its equivalent. And this is 
the case with all other deposites of money, unless it 
be left in kegs or bags, and not carried into the 
general’ account of the bank. Any one tay see 
how this is, and has been, who will recur to the 
evidence of the cashier of the bank of America, 
on the occasion which I have referred to. As I 
have already said, the treasurer informs us that these 
deposites are mixed with other funds belonging to 
the United States in the same bank. ‘That is to 
say, they all stand together, to his credit on the 
books of the bank, and he draws as he has occasion, 
just as is done by any other dealer with the bank. 
This is the whole of it. 
a nonentity. bs ay 

Now, it is easy to see that this mode of obtaining 
money froin the banks may be of very considerable 
profit to thein. Suppose a bank deposites a million 
of dollars to the credit of the treasury, and receives 
therefor a million of dollars in treasury notes, bear- 
ing an interest of six per cent. Interest immedi- 
ately accrues to the bank, of course, on the whole 
of this su:n; but it may be inany months before it is 
all drawn out. The treasury may give cut its 
drafts slowly, and these drafts, when made, may be 
sent to distant parts of the country, and be some 
considerable time in reaching the bank. When they 
arrive, the bank will generally pay in its own notes; 
but, beside this advantage, it will make a clear gain, 
because it has been receiving interest on more mo- 
ney than it has parted with. 

Under the law of 1836, the deposite banks were 


posites. 


Special specie deposite is | 








There are objections, I repeat, to the use of trea- 
sury notes as means of borrowing money. In the 
first place, the interest must be higher than on a 
loan contracted in the common manner. The 
greater part of all the treasury notes issued since 
1837 have borne an interest of six per cent.; whereas 
ny information is, and I have little doubt of the cor- 
rectness of it, that United States stock, bearing 43 
per cent. interest, could be readily sold at par abroad, 
not having any great number of years te run; or it 
could readily be sold at home, with a view of send- 
ing it abroad. 

In the next place, treasury notes, bearing a high 
interest, and redeemable at any time upon two 
months’ notice, issued under the present cireum- 
stances of the country, are very likely to absorb a 
considerable portion of the money now so much 
needed for the relief of trade and commerce and the 
revival of business. It strikes me that the whole 
operation is likely to make money scarcer than it is 
already; since the treasury is coming into the mar- 
ket as a borrower, offering a high interest. 

Again, I am aware that a use may be made of 
treasury notes which is quite opposed to the spirit 
of the constitution; that is, to issue them without 
interest, or with a mere nominal interest, and to at- 
tempt to force them into circulation as money. Any 
such attempt ought to be strenuously resisted; being 
neither more nor less than an attempt to establish a 
system of government paper money. 

But congréss has sanctioned leng ago, and under 
better auspices, the occasional issue of treasury 
notes, and | do not feel at liberty, therefore, to with- 
hold my assent on the present emergency from that 
mode of raising the sums which the state of the 
country requires, as no other mode is proposed.— 
Both the president and secretary would seem ex- 
cessively anxious to distinguish the issues of trea- 
sury notes from the creation of a debt; but I think 
this distinction is without a difference. A note is- 
sued, bearing interest, and payable hereafter, has 
created a debt as much as any form of stock could 
create it. A national debt was actually commenced 


_at the very first session of congress under the pre- 


sent administration, and it never has been paid, ex- 
cept as one obligation has been discharged by bor- 
rowing money on another. Like other debtors, we 
have renewed our notes, and renewed thei often, 
sometimes paying high interest, but we have never 
extinguished the debt. The first treasury notes 
were issued in the autumn of 1837. The amount 
outstanding January, 1838, was, I think, four or 
five millions; in January, 1839, it was also large; 
and jn January, 1810, as I have already said, the 
secretary states itat two millions and three-quarters. 

One object of the present bill is to enable the 
treasury to pay off the unpaid part of these two mil- 
lions and three-quarters by borrowing again. So 
that it is true that, from the first session of congress 
under this administration to the present day, the 
government has been in debt for borrowed money, 
and has been, every hour, paying interest for such 
borrowed money. This is a pvblicdebt. What this 
debt may amount to by March, 1841, I cannot say. 
It depends on measures to be adopted by congress, 
and on those changes and fluctuations in trade which 
cannot be foreseen. But if no new means of reve- 
nue are supplied, and congress should make such 
appropriations, as it usually has done, and no great 
improvement in the state of affairs should take place, 
I cannot see how it is likely to fall short of eight or 
ten millions. But this is mere estimate. Whatever 
the amount may be, however, in March, 1841, it 
will be a debt, created by the present administra- 
tion. I do not say unnecessarily created. I am 
ot now speaking to that point. But I say it will 
be a debt—a public debt—a national debt—begun 
under this Adininistration—a debt existing in the 
least economical and the most inconvenient form— 
a debt bearing an interest, and a high interest—and 
a debt which, if cast on the administration of 1841, 
whoever may be at the head of that administration, 
must be provided for. I say this, sir, merely to pre- 
clude, ab ante, the idea that, if a national debt shall 
be found existing alter March, 1841, it will be the 
debt of the administration of that time, and not of 
the present. 

My real ground of ov against the present 
administration, and I think it a very just ground, is, 
tliat it has not come out in a manly manner long 
ago, and told congress that there was a necessity to 
wake further provision for revenue. 

The president, in his message of the 2d December, 
observed that all the treasury notes then outstand- 
ing would have been redeemed before that time, ‘if 
the treasury could have realized the payments due to 


it from the banks,”” What banks? The outstanding 
required fo pay interest on government deposites.— treasury notes amounted, at that time, fo two mil- 
The present system looks very much like making | lions and three-quarters, The deposite banks owed 
government pay the banks interest on its own de-| the government only a million, or a million one 


hundred thousand dollars. The president must have 








oe 


included the bond of two millions and a half of the 
Bank of the United States. But that bond is not, 
by the terms of it, due till September next. There 
could have been no disappointment, therefore, in 
not realizing the payment of that bond before the 
date of the message. The president makes ve 
just observations upon the impolicy and danger of 
commencing a public debt in a time of peace; of the 
fearful rapidity with which such debts are apt to be 
increased; and upon our duty to straggle against 
such debis at the threshold. But all this does not 
prove that money borrowed and still owed on trea- 
sury notes is not a rational debt. » All this does not 
prove that we have not been borrowing money onthe 
strength of the public credit, paying high interest 
for it, and having an immediate prospect of bein 
obliged very considerably to increase its amount. 4 
know no way of keeping out of debt but by bringing 
the revenue up to the expenditure, or bringing the 
expenditure down to the revenue. If we owe for 
borrowed money, it is puerile to talk about the 
form of our obligation, as ifone form was less a debt 
than another. It would be much more wise to set 
ourselves at once about getting the means of pay- 
ment. Good aphorisms, upon the subject of a na- 
tional debt, should be followed, I think, by direct and 
responsible recommendations to congress of such 
meastires as are necessary to prevent the evil. — 

Let us now, Mr. President, look to the secretary’s 
estimate of means and of expenditures for the pre- 
sent. 

And, first, of the means. He thinks the receipts 
into the treasury from customs, lands and miscella- 
neous sources, will not exceed eighteen millions six 








hundred thousand dollars. $18,600,000 
Amount in the treasury, Jan. 1, 1840, 1,556,385 
20,156,385 

Expected to be paid on U. 8. bank bond, 2,526,576 
Due from deposite banks, ° 1,149,904 
$23,832,865 


But the secretary does not deem it prudent to 
rely on the collection of these debts—and as to the 
receipts from the custom house, the great source of 
expected income, I presume his hopes is not stronger 
now than they were at the commencement of the 

year. 
, Let us now turn to the other side of the account, 
and see the estimate of expenditures. 

Now, on this head, he says that if congress should 
make appropriations to the extent desired by the 
different departments, the expenditure of the year 
will amount to $20,000,000 00 
Besides the payment of outstand- 


ing treasury nutes amounting to 2,750,000 00 





22,750,000 00 
This would leave an apparent ba- 

lance in the treasury, at the be- 

ginning of next year of 1,082,865 00 

But this sum is less than the amount due from the 
deposite banks, the payment of which, he says, 
ought not to be relied on. If no part of that should 
be paid, the treasury, according to this statement, 
will be minus at the close of this year. Probably 
some part of it will be paid, but at best, and if the 
secretary’s hopes should all be fulfilled, it will be, 
upon his showing, a touch-and-go affair. 

But as he does not rely on receiving these debts 
from the banks, what does he propose? He speaks 
always of treasury notes as being a temporary ex- 
pedient only, and that they are to be redeemed 
within the year. I do not think this, at all; but 
that is his ground. How, then, does he propose to 
provide for the deficiency, in case these bank debts 
shall not be collected? 

Why, sir, he says very gravely, that one mode of 
avoiding difficulty will be to reduce the appropria- 
tions by postponing some, and~ lessening others. 
We need no ghost to tell us that. But what ap- 
propriations will he reduce? Where shall the les- 
sening take place? or where shall the postponement 
take place? On what head shall the blow fall? Shall 
it be in the civil list, or the army, or the navy? He 
says, in an early part of his message, that he thinks 
a reduction can be made, without essential in- 
jury to any useful objects, “for persons which will 
be afterwards enumerated.” I have looked through 
the whole paper carefully, and cannot say that I 
have met with that enumeration of reasons. Per- 
haps the chairman of the committee, if he were 
here, could tell us where those reasons are to be 
found. He does say, indeed, in a subsequent part 
of his communication, that it may become necessa- 
ry to diminish the compensation of all officers, 
civil, military, exeentive, judicial and legislative. 
But he states no proposed rate of reduction; amd, 
indeed, he does not recommend reduction at all. He 
says it may become necessary. Does he think it 
has become, and is now necessary? Does he recom- 
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men@ it? Is that his reliance to eke out his ways and 
means? And what amount of reduction does he sup- 
pose such a process would accomplish? It is better 
to do this, he says, than to expose the treasyry to 
bankruptcy. Does he mean that the treasury will be 
exposed to bankruptcy if this be not done? Does 
he mean to say that the treasury will be forthwith 
bankrupt, unless the pay of the president, heads of 
departments, judges, members of congress, and mi- 
litary and civil officers, be immediately reduced? 
Is it acknowledged that our finances are in this 
condition? Ifso, why not recommend the measure 
at once? Why not tell us, distinctly, what is ne- 
cessary? Why leave congress to grope in the dark, 
amidst many various, and sometimes Inconsistent 
propositions and suggestions? When the report be- 
gins with such a flourishing paragraph about the 
great prosperity of the treasury, one is not pre- 
pared to see the secretary come to this complexion 
of bankruptcy quite so soon. 

But, Mr. President, there is, at least, an apparent 
inconsistency between the presidegt and the secre- 
tary. The secretary says the appropriations may 
be reduced below the estimates, so as to leave two 
millions iu the treasury at the beginning of next 

ear. This will require a reduction of one million, 
if he reckon on collecting all the balances due from 
the deposite banks; or, if not, then a reduction of a 
million and as much more as shall equal what may 
remain unpaid of these balances. He supposes, 
then, that these estimates of appropriations may 
be safely cut down at least one or two millions. 
This would be a very important saving. 

But what says the president? The president says 
that he ‘has directed the estimates for 1840 to be 
subjected to the severest scrutiny, and to be limited 
to the absolute requirements of the public services.” 

Now, sir, if his directions have been followed, if 
these estimates have been subjected to the severest 
scrutiny, and are limited to the absolute require- 
ments of the public service, where is the reduction 
to be made? The secretary, as I have said, specifies 
nothing, and recommends nothing directly. Where 
would he have us lop off? Will he spare us one or 
two millions from his own department? Will the 
secretary at war spare a million from his? Or the 
secretary of the navy from his? Why, I ask, should 
congress, when called on to appropriate the public 
moneys, be left in such clouds and such darkness? 

Sir, one word as to the manner of making esti- 
mates of expenditures for the consideration of con- 
gress. It is a plain and simple business, though, 
from its nature, it cannot be very precise, and I 
cannot see any necessity for enveloping it in so 
much obscurity and uncertainty. 

Appropriations are of three classes. 

In the first place, there are certain existing or 
standing appropriations, which need not be renewed 
annually. Such is the sun of $200,000 expended 
every year for arming the militia; and such are 
some of the classes of pensions, and a few other 
stnall charges. 

In the second place, there is the large class, in 
which the charge is created by law, but annual ap- 
propriations are required to enable the treasury to 
disburse the sums necessary for its payment. This 
includes the army and navy, the civil list, and a 
list of miscellaneous objects. 

In the third place, there are, as we all know, 
many appropriations made by congress for special 
objects, public or private, and these often amount 
to considerable sums. Private claims, roads and ca- 
nals, building of light houses, Indian treaties, many 
objects recommended by the executive itself; all 
these require, every year, a greater or less amount 
of money from the treasury. The secretary says 
that the expenditures of this description, which 
may be sanctioned by congress annually, are very 
uncertain in their amount. This is true; but then, 
as these expenditures, in every year, amount to 
a considerable sum, and have done so from the 
very beginning of the government, can any just 
or comprehensive view of the probable necessities 
of the treasury be presented which shall leave all 
such out? It is quite impossible that some such 
expenditures shuuld not be made. Now, in these 
estimates and recommendations, I find no provision 
whatever for any objects of this kind. The esti- 
mates are strictly confined to the army, the navy 
and the civil list. I find no allowance for a single 
doilar which we might vote away here upon a 
priyate claim. Yet the secretary tells us that, if 
we will keep within the estimates, the means will 
hold out. But he must know, I should have thought, 
that we cannot keep within the estimates. It is 
more than probable, judging from the past, that he 
himself, before the session is out, will call for ap- 
propriations not within the estimates. And does he 
mean, in that case, to throw the blame of any de- 
ficiency which may arise on congress, by saying 
that congress did not keep within the estimates? 


| If we may believe the president, and if the se- 
-vretaries have fulfilled his directions, there is no- 
thing in any of these estimates which is not re- 
quired by the absolute wants of the government. 
But we know, sir, that there are things, not in the 
estimates, in regard to which the-wants will be ab- 
solute; for instance, the private claims, upon which 
we are passing here every day, and for many of 
which we must provide, if we mean to do justice. 
Besides, do we not see, and know, that in all hu- 
wan probability various other occasions of appro- 
priation will arise? Will there be contingencies for 
the war in Florida? No expense for Lodian treaties? 
Is it not possible that events may arise on the north- 
eastern frontier involving beavy charges? 


And again, sir, does the administration abandorf 
the Cumberland road? Here is no estimate for a 
dollar on that head of expenditure. Yet I trust an 
appropriation for that object will be made. I shall 
certainly vote for it myself. And harbors on the 
lakes—are provisions fur those places of refuge and 
safety to lake mariners to be again postponed?— 
They are not in the estimates. Is no improve- 
ment of any other harbor, no new light house, and 
nothing else, which the protection of Atlantic or 
inland commerce may require, to be undertaken 
or provided for? Or, since these things are not 
within the estimates, if congress should provide for 
them, is congress to be reproached for its conduct, 
and inade answerable for deficiencies? 


I repeat, sir, that the executive departments must 
well know that, for some of these objects, appro- 
priations will of necessity be made; and I repeat, 
therefore, that it seems to me to have been their 
duty to have presented such a plan, for receipt and 
expenditure, as should have embraced them, and 
provided for them. The amount I agree, could not 
be well foreseen. Butit must have been foreseen— 
it could not but have been foreseen —that something 
would be necessary; and yet the estimates make al- 
lowance for nothing. 


There is, sir, in all these executive communica- 
tions, a constant repetition of sound general maxims 
about the importance of economy. I hope the vir- 
tue will be practised, as wellas preached. But in 
my opinion there is no just economy in refusing ap- 
propriations to important, necessary and useful 
public objects. Let economy begin by cutting off 
useless objects, and diminishing the expense of ac- 
complishing such as are useful. Let it push its re- 
form to the reduction of the cost of collecting the 
revenue. Let it take care of expenditures, by 
trusting the public moneys to honest hands, Let 
it reduce offices, wherever they can be reduced. 
In allthese, and other like things, let it exert its 
salutary influence. But is the Cumberland road to 
stop froin animpulse of economy? Are the lakes 
to be without harbors, from considerations of eco- 
nomy? Are important contingencies in public af- 
fairs not to be reasonably provided for from rea- 


sons of economy? What sort of economy would that 
be? 


Sir, I take that great public virtue, trne economy, 
to consist, not in an undistinguishing neglect or re- 
fusal to appropriate money, but in a careful selec- 
tion of important and necessary objects of expen- 
diture, in the fragal application of means to accom- 
plish these objects, and in enforcing an exact and 
punctual discharge of duty by every officer charg- 
ed either with tie collection of money, or with any 
expenditure, great or small. This is my idea of 
wise and practical economy, such as it becomes us 
to exercise, and such as the country will approve. 
But itis of little value, or no value at all, that exe- 
cutive communications should rehearse to us gene- 
ral economical maxims, unless they show us what 
objects of expenditure may be disregarded, or in 
what other way savings may be made. And it 
would be especially edifying if these general ad- 
monitions should be accompanied and enforced by 
some striking and brilliant examples set by the 
heads of departinents themselves. I presume that 
no injustice towards congress is intenced, but | 
must say that in many of these communications 
there are things which seem calculated to assert 
great merit for economy in the executive depart- 
ments, and which are but too well calculated to 
throw upon us an apparent want of that virtue. If 
it be required of congress to keep its appropriations 
within the estimates of the departments, these de- 
partments ought, in their estimates, to comprehend 
all objects which they know or have reason to be- 
lieve congress must provide for. 


Mr. President, I do not know the opinions of 
other gentlemen, and speak only for myself, but 
my opinion is, that our existing provisions for re- 
venue are not adequate. [ am aware that one branch 
of expenditure, that of pensions, is rapidly decreas- 
ing; but others are quite likely to increase, and we 





all know what a fall in duties is to take place, in no 


ee 


great length of time. Looking tothe many useful 
and important objects, which I think ought to en- 
gage the attention of congress, it seems to me to be 
time that further provisions for income should be 
made. And we have the means at hand. There 
are articles of import on which we might, immedi- 
ately, in my opinion, lay a considerable duty. The 
first of these is silks. The importation of this ar- 
ticle is enormous. In 1839 it exceeded twenty-one 
millions of dollars. Think of that. An annual 
consumption of an untaxed imported article, of mere 
luxury, of twenty-ore millions of dollars! Those 
silks clothe no poor man, norhis wife, nor his chil- 
dren. The whole use and consumption is by the 
affluent. is there a fairer subject of import duty in 
the world? Our table is loaded with petitions on 
this subject, by those who are attempting the mak- 
ing of silk among ourselves. ‘This, itself, isa good 
reason for taxing the imported article. But, asa 
subject of revenue, nothing can be fairer or more 
proper. Good would come every way from a duty 
on silk. Suppose the importation should be a little 
lessened by it; that would favor the efforts of our 
people, and obtain revenue also. Suppose the im- 
portation should hardly be diminished at all, as 
perhaps it might not be; then we should receive the 
more revenue, and should collect it on an article of 
the merest luxury. Sir, if such a measure could 
originate in this house, I would move, this honr, to 
bring in a bill laying a duty on imported silks. 

The next article is wine. Wines were imported 
last year to an atnount exceeding three millions of 
dollars. Why should not wines pay a duty? I 
know, that in regard to French wines, we are limit- 
ed, by the treaty with France, until 1842. But still, 
within those limits, we might lay a considerable 
duty on the wines of France. But I should have 
no desire to lay duties on the red wines, or the 
cheaper wines, of France. Such wines are con- 
sumed, extensively, in the south and west, are suited 
to the habits of the people, and supposed to be suit- 
ed also to the climate. Until more necessary than 
at present to tax them, they might be received un- 
taxed. But other, and costly wines, such as are re- 
garded as juxuries only, might well be subjected to 
a reasonable duty. 

I would lay no duty on tea or coffee, because they 
are very generally used, have become in some de. 
gree necessaries of life,and contribute largely to 
promote comfort, temperance and happiuess among 
ail classes. I may add that the general use of these 
articles is one of the most striking things which dis- 
tinguish the laboring classes of this country from 
the same classes in other countries. 

Such, sir, would be my resort, if [could have my 
own way, for revenues, such as are necessary for 
the support of government. 

As to the public lands, I have been, and still am 
in favor of dividing their proceedings among the 





states, upon fair and equitable principles. Perhaps 
this should not be done till the census, which is to 
be taken this year, be finished; as that will then be 
the surest means of making a just and proper di- 
vision; but, at a proper time, [ am for the measure. 
In addition to other reasons which have been so 
often urged, it may be said, with force, that the 
income from this source is too unsteady and fluctu- 
ating to be relied on as an essential branch of pub- 
lic revenue. Buta few years ago, it amounted to 
twenty-four millions. For this year, it is estimated 
but at three and ahalf. I should, therefore, assign 
this income to the states, whatever it might be, and 
rely for our revenue on those other sources which 
I have mentioned. In addition to silks and wines 
there are some articles, called the protected arti- 
cles, such as woollen fabries, on which, in my 
opinion, the duties ought to be raised. I would not 
hasten, indeed, the discussion of the general tariff 
question, but that question is now before us, not 
far off, and must soon be upon us. 

Mr. President, our imports, the last year, reached 
the unprecedented amount of one hundred and fifty- 
seven millions of dollars, exceeding by nearly filty 
millions the import of the year before. Yet even 
this seems not to satisfy us all. Public men appear 
to have ruling passions or strong tendencies of pre- 
ference towards particular objects. It seems to me 
that our government, and many of our people, have 
imbibed an extravagant and morbid love of impor- 
tation. They seem to judge of the prosperity of 
the country, and the happiness of its people, exclu- 
sively by the quantities of foreign merchandise 
which they annually consume. With all respect, 
the president himself, I think, has feelings with 
this tendency. I find this paragraph in his last an- 
nual message: 





“Our people will not long be insensible to the 
extent of the burdens entailed upon them by the 
| false system that has been operating on their san- 
| guine, energetic.and industrious character; nor te 
the means necessary to extricate themselves from 
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these embarrassments. The weight which presses 
upon alarge portion of the people and the states is 
an enormous debt, foreign and domestic. The fo- 


reign debt of our states, corporations and men of 


business, can scarcely be less than two bundred 
millions of dollars, requiring more than ten millions 
of dollars a year to pay the interest. This sum 
has to be paid out of the exports of the country, 
and must of necessity cut off imports to that ex- 
tent, or plunge the country more deeply in debt 
from year to year. Jt is easy to see that the in- 
crease of this foreign debt must augment the annual 
demand on the exports to pay the interest, and to 
the same extent diminish the imports; and in pro- 
portion to the enlargement of the foreign debt, and 
the consequent increase of interest, must be the 
decrease of the import trade. In lieu of the com- 
forts which it now brings us, we might have our 
gigantic banking institutions, and splendid, but in 
many instances profitless, rail roads and canals ab- 
sorbing to a great extent, in interest upon the capi- 
tal bo:rowed to construct them, the surplus fruits 
of national industry for years to come, and secur- 
ing to posterity no adequate return for the comforts 
which the laborsof their hands might otherwise 
have secured,” 

Now, sir, [ would ask most respectfully whether 
any one can mention any rail road or canal more 
profitless to the country than this enormous impor- 
tation of foreign luxuries? Or, I would ask, what 
those imported comforts are, of whic we get so 
much less than we ought to desire? Does our com- 
fort require a greater importation of silks or wines? 
Or should we be better off by adding to the six or 
eight millions of imported woollen fabrics further 
to depress and distress our own tnanufactures? Or 
is the aggregate of one hundred and fifty-seven 
millions of dollars, of imported merchandise, not 
enough, on the whole, to satisfy our eager appetite 
for foreign productions? Inasmuch as we lay and 
collect no duties on silks and wines, we are likely 
to fall short of sufficient revenue; inasmuch as we 
are likely to fall short of revenue, we refuse all 
appropriations to the Cumberland road, and to har- 
bors on the lakes. It would seem to follow, from 
this, that we deem silks and wines more a necessi- 
ty of life than a good road through a new country, 


or ports and havens, in which ships, employed in | 
useful commerce, can take shelter for the pieserva- } 


tion of lives and property. 

Mr. President, it is remarkable, that this spirit 
for importation should become so strong, just when 
our own occupations and employments are most 
depressed. The cotton manufactures, practically, 
are ina worse state than they have been for twenty 
years. It is supposed that at least one-half the 
woollen machinery in the United States has ceased 


purchased at one-third their cost. ‘The iron trade 
and the coal trade suffer with the vest. If the con- 
dition of eastern and northern manufactures be as 
I have stated, 1 doubt whether one would receive 
much more favorable accounts, if he were to in- 
quire into the condition of trade and business, at 
Pittsburg, at Wheeling, or at Cincinnati. 

Under the circumstances of the country, sir, I 
confess 1 do not comprehend how any man should 
desire to see a greater importation of foreign com. 
modities. 

The secretary of the treasury expresses senti- 
ments, if not entirely like those which I have been 
considering, yet such as seem to belong to the same 
general system of policy. He says,in his annual 
report: 


“Should the states not speedily suspend more of 


their undertakings, which are unproductive, but, by 
new loans or otherwise, find means to einploy 
armies of laborersin consuming rather than raising 
crops,and should prices thus continue in many 
cases to be unnaturally inflated, as they have been 
of late years, in the face of a contracting currency, 
the effect of it on our finances will be stili more to 
lessen exports, and, consequently, the prosperity 
and revenue of our foreign trade.” 

Foreign trade is here presented as the prominent 
object of national pursuit, and a reduction of prices 
at home clearly intimated as a measure of reform. 
These armies of laborers now employed on public 
works, it is here distinctly recommended, instead 
of thus consuming crops, shou go to raising them. 
This, I think, is rather cold comfort, at the present 
prices of agricultural products. 

Gentlemen around me know the prices at which 
wheat and flour are selling in the northwestern 
states, and in Pennsylvania and New York. Caro- 
lina corn, I notice, is selling in Boston for fifty ceuts 
a bushel. [I doubt whether any of the producers 
think these prices unnaturally inflated, or whethe: 


they will warmly sympathize with the secretary. 


in the opinion that there ought to be further reduc- 
tion. 








| surveyor general in the several land districts so soon 
to work, and inany of the establishments might be | 





| Southard, Strange, Webster, Wright—23: 





Mr. President, my own opinion of our condition | 
and of our true policy is quite different from all this. 
I hope the states will be able to goon, and that 
they will go on, with their public works, unless in 
cases where the objects are plainly beyond the abili- 
ty of the state. I hope they will keep good heart, 
use the strictest economy, preserve, and not lose the 
benefit of all they have done already. 

I am for bringing about no reduction in the price 
of labor. On the other hand, [ regard high rates 
of labor as the surest ofall proofs of general prospe- 
rity. 

I have no desire to see a greater or a more unre- 
strained importation of foreign goods. 

On the contrary, I am for laying atax on import- 
ed Inxuries, thus securing an adequate revenue to 
government. 

And with this revenue I am for defraying the or- 
dinary expenses of government, making reasonable 
provisions for unexpected contingencies, and for ac- 
complishing important and useful works, for which 
we have been so much solicited, and which, in my 
opinion, the several parts of the country havea right 
to call on us not longer to neglect. 

Mr, Hubbard replied in answer to Mr. Webster. 
The debate was further continued between Messrs. 
Webster, Hubbard, Preston, Benton, Smith, of Indi- 
ana, and Buchanan, when the question on the pas- 
sage of the bill was taken by yeas and nays, and 
decided in the affirmative, yeas 25, nays 8, as fol- 
lows: 

Y EAS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson, Brown, Buchan- 
an, Calhoun, Clay, of Alabama, Cuthbert, Dixon, Ful- 
ton, Hubbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Nicholas, Nor- 
vell, Phelps, Pierce; Roane, Robinson, Sevier, Smith, 
of Indiana, Strange, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, Young—25. 

NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Clay, of Ky..Clayton, Da- 
vis, Merrick, Preston, Ruggles, White—8. 
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April 2. On motion of.Mr. Nicholas, 

Resolved, That the committee on naval affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of giving a more 
perlect organization to the navy by creating the rank 
of admiral, and, limiting, by law, the number of offi- 
cers in the several existing ranks. 

Also, that the committee on military affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of dispensing 
with the several appropriations for defraying the ex- 
penses of the board of visiters to the military academy. 

The bill to relinquish the reversionary interest of 
the United States to a certain reservation in the 
state of Alabama was taken up, and, after being 
considered in committee of the whole, was ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading. 


om 2 . 4 o 
The bill for the discontinuance of the office of 


as the surveys therein can be completed; for abo- 
lishing land offices under certain circumstances; 
and to abolish the office of solicitor of the general 
land office, was taken up, and, after being discuss- 
ed at some length by Messrs. Clay, of Alabama, King, 
Sevier and others, it was, on motion of Mr. White, 
passed over informally with a view to take up the 
special order. 

The bill to comfirm claims to lands in the district 
between Rio Hondo and Sabine rivers, was read 
a third time and passed. 

The Cumberland road bill was then taken up as 
the special order, the question being on the amend- 
ment proposed by Mr. Clay, of Ala. when 


Mr. White rose and addressed the senate at con- 
siderable length in favor of the general provisions 
of the bill, and against the amendment, and 

Messrs. Lumpkin, Roane and Anderson against 
the bill; when the question was taken on the ammend- 
ment as follows: 

Y EAS—Messrs. Calhoun, Clay, of Ala. Dixon, Hen- 
derson, Hubbard. King, Lumpkin, Pierce, Prentiss, 
Preston, Roane, Ruggles—12. 

NAYS—Mesasrs. Allen, Anderson, Benton, Brown, 
Buchanan, Clay, of Ky. Crittenden, Davis, Fulton, 
Grundy, Linn, Merrick, Nicholas, Porter, Robinson, 
Sevier, Smith. of Indiana, Southard, Strange, Sturgeon, 
wath Tappan, Webster, White, Wright, Young 

Mr. Grundy then moved to strike out the word 
‘<fifly” wherever it occurred, so as to reduce the 
appropriation from $150,000 to 100,000 in each of 
the states named in the bill, 

On this question some remarks were made by 
Messrs. Grundy, Clay, of Ala. and Henderson. 

Mr. Preston‘moved to amend the amendment by 
reducing the sum to $75,000, being half the amount 
of the original appropriation. 

On this ques.ion the yeas and nays were demand- 
ed and resulted as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Brown, Calhoun, Clay, 
of Alabama, Clay, of Kentucky, Crittenden, Cuthbert, 
Davis, Dixon, Fulton, Hubbard, King, Lumpkin, 
Pierce, Prentiss, Preston, Roane, Ruggles, Sevier, 





NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Grun- 
dy, Henderson, Linn, Merrick, Nicholas, Porter, Ro. 
binson, Smith, of Ind. Sturgeon, Tallmadge, Tappan, 
Wall, Winte, Young—17. 

‘The question then recurring on the engrossment 
of the bill— 

Mr. Clay, of Ky. intimated his desire to make 
some remarks before the question was put, but the 
late hour (it being then atter four o’clock) would 
induce him to move an adjournment, unless it was 
the desire of the senate he should proceed. There 
appearing no wish to protract the session, Mr. Clay 
moved that the senate adjourn; which was carried, 
and the senate adjourned. 

April 3. The tollowing memorials and petitions 
were presented and referred: 

By Mr. Allen, from a number of citizens of Hu- 
ron county, Ohio, asking the passage of a general 
bankrupt law. 

By Mr. Porter, from citizens of Buffalo connect- 
ed with the steamboat navigation, remonstrating 
caine the laws of congress in relation to steam- 

oats. 

By Mr. Wright, from .citizens of Black Rock, 
New York, asking the enactment of a general bank- 
rupt law. 

By Mr. Buchanan, documents in relation to the 
memorials of the clerks of the custom house in Phi- 
ladelphia. 

By Mr. Southard, from Win. B. Me Murtrie, for- 
merly appointed a member of the scientific corps 
in the exploring expedition, asking te be remune- 
rated for loss of time, &c. incurred by the secreta- 
ry’s having discontinued his services before the 
time of sailing. 

The bill to relinquish the reversionary interest of 
the United States to a certain reservation in the 
state of Alabama, was read a third time and passed. 

The bill for the discontinuance of the office of 
surveyor general inthe several districts, so soon as 
the surveys therein can be completed; for ebolish- 
ing land offices under certain circumstances; and 
to abolish the office of solicitor of the general land 
office, was taken up, and after being discussed by 
Messrs. Clay, of Ala. King, Presion and Clayton, 
was ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. Tallmadge submitted the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the president be requested to cause 
to be laid before the senate, as early as practicable, the 
whole of the proceedings of a court martial recently as- 
sembled at Charlestown, Mass. for the trial of lieuten- 
ant Louis F. Whitney, of the marine corps; the charges 
and specifications against him, as well as all correspon- 
cence had in relation thereto, between the secretary of 
the navy, or any one else by his directions, and all 
other persons whatsoever. Also, that he be requested 
to communicate whether a certain letter signed “G. 
W. Davis,” containing allegations against lieut. Whit- 
ney, received by thesecretary of the navy in Decem- 
ber last, did not, on thetrial, prove to have been ficti- 
tious; as well, also, whether any steps have been taken 
for the purpose of discovering the writer or author of 
the said letter. 

‘The bill to make an appropriation for the conti- 
nuation of the Cumberland road through the states 
of Ohio, Indiana and Illinois, occupied the chief 
part of this day’s sitting. It was debated by Messrs. 
Clay, Southard, Smith, of Ind. White, of the same 
state, and Mr. Young. 

The question was taken on ordering the bill to 
be engrossed for a third reading, and decided as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Davis, 
Fulton, Grundy, Linn, Merrick, Nicholas, Porter, Ro- 
binson, Sevier, Smith, of Ind. Sturgeon, Tallmadge, 
Tappan, Webster, White, Wright, Young—-20. 

NAYS—Messrs. Anderson, Brown, Calhoun, Clay, 
of Alabama, Clay, of Ky. Clayton, Crittenden, Cuth- 
bert, Dixon, Henderson, Hubbard, King, Lumpkin, 
Phelps, Pierce, Printiss, Preston, Reane, Ruggles, 
Smith, of Conn. Southard, Strange—22. 

So the bill was rejected, and the senate adjourned 
till Monday. : 

April 6. The following memorials and petitions 
were presented and referred: 

By Mr. Prentiss, from a number of citizens of 
Woodstock, and also from a number of citizens of 
Bethel, in the state of Vermont, asking the estab- 
lishment of a uniform system of bankruptcy through- 
out the United States. 

By Mr. Tallmadge, from Henry Bradley and 137 
other male and female inhabitants of Yates county, 
New York, against the admission of Florida as a 
slave state; motion to receive ordered to lie on the 
table. 

Also, from citizens of Oswego county, N. York, 
asking the passage of a general bankrupt law. 

Also, from citizens of Poughkeepsie, praying the 
reduction of postage on letters. : 

By Mr. Pierce, from citizens of New Hampshire, 
in relation to a mail route. 

By Mr. Norvell, from citizens of Chicago, Tili- 
nois, asking to have that place made a port of entry. 
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By Mr. Buchanan, from 500 citizens of Pittsburg, 
Pennsylvania, asking that a uniform bankrupt law 
be passed. Mr. B. would take that occasion to say 
that the memorial was signed by the merchacts and 
manufacturers, among the most respectable and in- 
fluential citizens of that place, and evinced the 
strong feeling that existed there in favor of such a 
law. 

By Mr. Sturgeon, from citizens of the northwest- 
ern part of Pennsylvania, asking an appropriation 
for the improvement of the Alleghany river. 

Also, from citizens of the same state, asking that 
. further steps may be taken to prevent the foreign 
slave trade. ; 

By Mr. Nicholas, resolutions of the legislature of 
Louisiana, asking that the school Jands be protected 
from waste, by authorising them to be rented or 
leased. , 

Also, from the same, in favor of the construction 
of a road from Vidalia to Nachitoches. 

Also, from the same, asking that a military post 
be established at Alexandria, in that state. 

By Mr. Porler, from citizens of Michigan, asking 
the passage of a general bankrupt law. 

Also, from citizens of Racine, in the territory of 
Wiskonsin, asking the construction of a harbor at 
that place. 

Also, from the proprietors and agents of steam- 
boats on Lake Erie, remonstrating against the pro- 
visions of some of the laws regulating steam ves- 
sels. 


By Mr. Clay, of Alabama, from citizens of Ala- 
bama, asking the passage of a general bankrupt law. 

Mr. Hubbard submitted the following: 

Resolved, ‘That the secretary of the senate cause to 
be prepared an alphabetical list of all private claims 
which have been before the senate, with the action of 
the senate thereon, since the commencement of the 
15th congress; and that he communicate the same to 
the senate at the commencement of the next session. 

The resolution lies over one day. 

The resolution submitted on Friday Mr. Tall- 
madge, calling for all the proceedings and correspon- 
dence in the case of lieut. L. F. Whitney, of the 
marine corps, was taken up; when after some re- 
marks from Messrs. Kiag, Zaullmadge and Tuppan, 
the resolution was rejected, yeas 16, nays 21. 

Mr. Benton then moved to take up the bill au- 
thorising the president, to raise fifteen hundred men 
for service in Florida. The bill was discussed by 
Messrs. Pierce, Linn and Preston, when the ques- 
tion having been taken, it was ordered to be en- 
grossed. 

The following bills were then taken up in com- 
mittee of the whole, and, after being discussed, 
were severally ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading: 

The bill granting to the county of Kalamazoo, in 
the state of Michigan, the right of pre-emption toa 
quarter section of land, and for other purposes. 

The bill granting to the state of Michigan a quan- 
tity of land, to aid said state in the construction of 
a canal around the falls of St. Marie. 


The bill authorising the relinquishment of the 
16th sections granted tor the use of schools, and the 
entry of other lauds in lieu thereof. 

The senate then adjourned. 


April 7. The vice president communicated to the 
senate a letter froin the treasury department, which 
was referred to the committee on finance, 

Memorials and petitions were presented and re- 
ferred, viz: 

By Mr. White, from citizens of Indiana, praying 
the enactment of a uniform bankrupt law. 

By Mr. Calhoun, from citizens of New York, ask- 
ing the passage of a uniform bankrupt law. 

Mr. Smith, of Conn. addressed the senate as fol- 
lows: 

Mr. President: The melancholy duty devolves 
upon me to announce to the senate the death of iny 
colleague, the hon, Thaddeus. Betts, who departed 
this life this morning, a few minutes before six 
o’clock. I visited him yesterday at his lodgings, 
and though I was strongly impressed with the opi- 
nion of the malignancy of his disease, it did not 
seem to be the opinion of those around him that he 
was in any immediate danger. My own indisposi- 
tion, I trust, will be a sufficient apology for the 
brevity of my remarks on this melancholy occasion. 
Mr. Betts wes a man of a high order of intellect, 
and of varied and extensive acquirements, The 
confidence of the people of his state in his abilities 
and worth was manifested by the many elevated 
and important public trusts to which their voices 
called him; ang he discharged their various duties 
with honor to himself and satisfaction to the pub- 
lic. Atthe bar, few enjoyed a higher reputation, 
and the urbanity and courtesy which marked his 
intercourse with his professional brethren made him 
@ general favorite. In the relations of friend and 








his acquaintance will be given to the high estiina- 
tion in which he was held. 


And though all his acquaintance mourn his loss, 
none can feel their bereavement with such intensi- 
ty as those who looked to him as their protector; 
the wife hasiost in hima kind and devoted hus- 
band, the children a fond and affectionate father. 

On motion of Mr, Davis, the following resolutions 
were adopted: 


Resolved, unanimously, That a committee be appoint- 
ed to take order for superintending the funeral of the 
hon. Thaddeus Betts, which willtake place to-morrow, 
at half past 12 o’clock; that the senate will attend the 
same, and that notice thereof be given to the house of 
representatives. 

Resolved, uxanimously, That the members of the se- 
nate, froma sincere desire of showing every mark of 
respect due to the memory of the hon. Thaddeus Betts, 
deceased, late a member thereof, will go into mourning 
for one month, by the usual mode of wearing crape on 
the left arm. 

Resolved, unanimously, That, as an additional mark 
of respect for the memury of the hon. Fhaddeus Betts, 
the senate do now adjourn. 

The resolutions were unanimousty adopted; and 
the senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday, April 2. The speaker announced the 
special order of the day (taking precedence over 
all other business) to be the report heretofore made 
by the select committee on printing, of which Mr. 
Black, of Georgia, was chairman. 

{ This, it will be recollecte., is a report in part 
directed to the question vf prices.] 

Mr. Fillmore hoped that, by general consent, he 
would be permitted to close the remarks commenc- 
ed by him yesterday in relation to the New Jersey 
election. 

Mr. Rice Garland said he did not at this moment 
see the chairmanof the committee on printing ta 
hisseat. Mr. G. could state, bowever, that the do- 
cuments were not yet printed, and that it would be 
iinpossible for the house to proceed with the consi- 
deration of the subject, or to make proper explana- 
tions, without having those documents laid on the 
table. He proposed, therefore, that, by general 
consent, the matter should lie over until the chair- 
man of the committee made his appearance. 

Some conversation here ensued between Mr. 
Graves and Mr. Garland as to tie timne at which 
the documents were sent to the printer, during 
which Mr. Black entered the house. 

Mr. Black said that the report which he had 
made had been given to the printer some time, but 
that there was a volume of testimony which had 
only been delivered to the printer yesterday; the 
reason of which he did not precisely know. The 
printer, however, was not to be blamed. 

Mr. Graves inquired what might probably be the 
number of documents to be printed? 

Mr. Black said they amounted to a considerable 
quantity, and that probably they had been detained 
trom the printer by the clerk of the committee ar- 
ranging them for the press. Under this explana- 
tion Mr. B. presumed there would be no difficulty 
on the part of the house in giving more time to the 
printer. 

Mr. Wise said he hoped that the subject would 
be permitted to lie over until the documents were 
printed, unless the chairman of the committee 
should name a particular day to which the conside- 
ration of the subject should be postponed. 

Mr. Wise suggested Tuesday next. 

Mr. Adams reminded Mr. W. that there was al. 
ready a special order for that day, to wit: the bill 
reported from the committee on manufactures in 
relation to certain frauds on the revenue. 

Mr. Wise suggested Wednesday next. 

Mr. R. Garland desired to inquire of the chair- 
man of the committee, whether the report on the 
other branch of the inquiry embraced in the reso- 
lution under which the committee was raised, 
would be ready by Wednesday, so that the two 
subjects might be taken up together? 


Mr. Black said that if it was it would avail no- 
\ thing, so far as the first branch of the subject was 
concerned, because it could not be printed by that 
time. The second branch of the resolution, that 
which related to the disconnection of the public 
press from the government patronage, had not yet 
been definitely acted upon by the committee. He 
was free to state, as he presumed he was af liberty 
to do, that the majority of the committee had de- 
termined to report against the separation, and had 
directed him to make a report accordingly, which 
he had not had time to make; for he could not put 
aside all other business requiring his attention to 
attend to this exclusively. 


Ar. R. Garland said that, so far back as last 
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Wednesday week, the commiltee (the majority) 





ing an intraction of the constitution, and highly 
inexpedient in reference -to the public interests, 
and directed the chairman to draw up a report based 
on these principles. Mr. G. hoped it would, at all 
events, be in the power of the chairman to prepare 
areport by next Wednesday, (a space of sixteen 
or seventeen days froin the time the chairman had 
been directed to prepare it), presenting the reasons 
upon which their decision was based. He (Mr. 
G.) for some time had had prepared the views of 
the members of the committee who differed from 
the majority; and he wished that the whole sub- 
ject might be brought up for the consideration of 
the house at one and the same time. 

Mr. Biack said it was not necessary; indeed, it 
would be highly impracticable that both branches 
of the subject should be considered at the same 
time; because the gentleman himself, (Mr. Gar- 
land),and his friends upon the committee, had 
adopted a resolution to recommend that no change 
| shall take place in the manner and form of execut- 
ing the public printing at this session. If that was 
so, where was the necessity of urging that matter 
immediately before the house, and in direct con- 
nection with a subject that related only to the prices 
of the public printing? 

Mr. &. Garland said it was necessary, in order 
that arrangements might be made by which the 
whole printing might be done at the next session 
of congress, it his proposition was agreed to. 

Mr. Graves remarked that he would not consent 
tle house should act on the proposition to postpone 
the special order for another week or two, until 
some steps should be taken to secure a report from 
the committee on that branch of the subject com- 
mitted to them, which relates to the separation of 
the public printing from the newspaper press. And, 
as it seems the chairman of that committee was 
directed by the majority of that committee to make 
out a report adverse to the separation at present on 
last Monday week, eleven days ago, and had not 
yet done so, he proposed to submit to the house a 
resolution instructing that committee to make their 
report during the present week, so that it may be 
printed in time for the action of this house, when 
it comes to act upon the first branch of the subject 
committed to that committee, on next Thursday, 
or the succeeding Thursday, if the more remote 
day should be fixed for the consideration of the 
special order. 

Lhe chairman of the committee had informed 

the house that the majority of the committee were 
against the separation of the printing from the 
newspaper press, and thatthe minority of the com- 
mittee concurred with the majority upon the policy 
of not attempting the separation at this session, 
and therefore he had not supposed it important 
hand as being in haste to submit his report, as he 
}supposed no action would be had onit. Did the 
|chairman remember it was the privilege of this 
house to reverse the decisions of its committees 
Whenever it did not concur with them? Has he 
forgotten that the committee is merely constituted 
the organ of this house, to investigate the dubject 
coumited to their charge, and that their report 
was in no sense binding, but at all times subject to 
be reversed by this house? If he did not know this 
fact, Mr. G. said he would beg leave to.inform him 
it is so, and that he hoped the house would come to 
a conclusion very different from that to which the 
comiuittee had arrived, 

Mr. G, said he did not profess to be very well 
injormed as to the facts it might be necessary to 
know, In order to come to a correct conclusion on 
this subject, although he had looked into it with 
some care; and it might be that when he should be 
as well informed as the committee, he should 
change his opinion, though he was inclined to think 
he should not. This session (continued Mr. G.) 
he regarded, from what had been said in certain 
qnaiters when this subject was first up, as propi- 
tious a period as may be presented to us to accom- 
plish this yreat reform; and he was very reluctant 
(o yield it up, as it was one he had much at heart. 

Mr G. said that, in order to get this report into 
the house, and have it printed by the time the first 
branch of the subject shall come up, he offered the 
following resolution: 


citizen, the testimony of all who had the pleasure of decided against this measure of separation, as be- 





_ Resolved, That the committee raised upon the sub- 
ject of the public printing of this house, and witha 
view of examining into the propriety and practicabili- 
ty of separating the government printing from the 
political press, be instructed to report ¢ uring the pre- 
sent week upon the latter branch of the subject com- 
miited to them. 

My. Graves said it was contemplated to have a 
report made on the subject in ten days after the 
constitution- of the committee. More than two 
months, he believed, had elapsed, and yet we have 
no report; and, unless the house should take some 
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step to cause the report to be made, he knew noi 
when it would be done. 

Mr. Davis, of Indiana, suggested the improprie- 
ty of debating the matter now. 

. The speaker said the gentleman from Kentucky 
(Mr. Graves) was objecting to the postponement 
of the special order. : 49 

Mr. Davis said, the gentleman from Louisiana 
(Mr. Garland) had stated that he had a minority 
report prepared. Let him report now; he might 
make his report at any time as well as the majority. 

Mr. Garland said, if that was so, he should cer- 
tainly present the report in a short time. 

Mr. Davis said he had understood the gentleman 
to say he was now ready to report. 

Mr. Dromgoole inquired of the chair what was 
the question. . ; 

The speaker said it was on postponing the special 
order. 

Mr. Dromgoole said he hoped, then, that gentle- 
men would be confined to that. 

Mr. Russell said it was evident that this busi- 
ness was not now in a condition to be acted upon. 
He moved that the further consideration of the 
subject be postponed notil next Tuesday week. 

Mr. Graves having formally submitted his reso- 
lution. 

Mr. Black said he should have no objection to 
this resolution, if it did not contain a reflection on 
the committee. The committee considered they 
had been already instructed, and they would have 
made their report had they considered that there 
was any necessity for so much haste. The com- 
mittee had concluded to recommend the inexpe- 
diency of inaking any change in the mode of exe- 
cuting the public printing. He did not see why 
this resolution should be adopted when the com- 
inittee had been already instructed. 


Mr. Graves said he did not intend any reflection 
upon the committee, but that the committee was 
one thing and the house was another. If the mi- 
nority intended to make a report, he hoped they 
would do so very soon. He thought the subject 
might and ought to be disposed of at the present 
session. If not, he had no confidence in its being 
acted upon at the next. If the chairman of the 
committee had not yet had time to make his report, 
Mr. G. did not know when he would, unless in- 
structed to doso during the present week. He 
(Mr. G.) wished both subjects acted upon at the 
saine time. . 

Mr. Dromgoole inquired of the chair if the reso- 
lution of Mr. Graves was in order? 

The speaker said it was iu order as an amend- 
ment to the motion to postpone. 

Mr. R. Garland asked Mr. Graves to withdraw 
his proposition, as he (Mr. Garland) thought it 
probable that the chairman would make a report 
soon. Butif not, he, (Mr. G.} would submit the 
views of the minority so as to test the sense of the 
house. 


Mr. Graves remarked that his only object was to 
bring up for the consideration of the house the sub. 
ject contemplated by bis resolution. He bad no 
objection to withdrawing it at the suggestion of his 
friend from Louisiana, and he accordingly with- 
drew it. 

Mr. Rice Garland moved to postpone the consi- 
deration of the report of the committee until next 
Thursday. 

And the question being taken on the longest 
time—that was, on the motion of Mr. Russell to 
postpone the consideration thereof until next Tues- 
day week—there appeared ayes 64, noes 48—no 
quorum voting. 


Mr. Vanderpoel asked for tellers, who were ap- 
pointed. ’ : 

And the question was again taken, (Messrs. 
Vanderpoel and Reynolds acting as tellers), and de- 
cided in the affirmative: yeas 65, noes 62. 

So the further consideration of the said report 
was postponed until next Tuesday week. 

And, (two-thirds of all the members present hav- 
ing voted therefor), it was made the special order, 
to take precedence of all other business, until dis- 
posed of. , 

The speaker announced the unfinished business 
of the morning hour to be the resolution heretofore 
reported by Mr. Campbell, of South Carolina, from 
the committee of elections, to print all the testimo- 
ny in relation to the contested election in the state 
of N. Jersey; to which resolution and amendment 
had been heretofore offered by Mr. Rice Garland, 
to print the testimony received since the report of 
the said committee was made. — : 

Mr. Fillmore proceeded in his remarks, without 
concluding, and having yielded the floor for sundry 
explanations, until the morning hour had elapsed, 
when Mr. Alford said that, for the sake of variety, 
he would call for the orders of the day. 


The speaker laid before the house a message from 
the president of the United States, in answer to a 
resclution of the house of the 9th ult. transmitting 
reports from the secretaries of state and war, with 
documents, which contain information on the sub- 
ject of that resolution. [For reports, &c. see page 
82.] Which on motion of Mr. Cushing, were re- 
ferred to the committee on foreign affairs and or- 
dered to be printed. 5 

The bouse then resumed the consideration of the 
bill (under consideration yesterday), to secure the 
freedom of elections. 


Mr. Watlerson, who was entitled to the floor, ad- 
dressed the house in opposition to the bill, and in 
reply to some of the remarks of Mr. Bell. Mr. W. 
discussed the political character and principles of 
the members of the late Harrisburg convention, the 
convention of Columbus, in Ohio, &c. and was 
called to order three or four times for irrelevancy 
of debate, thus giving rise to some discussion on 
peints of order. No action was had in any case, 
except that Mr. W. was permitted to proceed by 
general consent, (or nearly so). 

In the course of his remarks Mr. W. yielded the 
floor, for the purposes of explanation, to his col- 
leagues, Messrs. Bond, Medill and Weller. Having 
concluded, [at a quarter to 4 o’clock], the speaker 
yave the floor to Mr. Gentry, who said that he had 
not intended to make any remarks on this subject, 
and he had not, therefore, directed his attention 
particularly to it. It was only since listening to 
some of the remarks of his colleague, [Mr. Watter- 
son], that he, [Mr.G.] had determined to say any 
thing; and as he had very seldom trespassed on its 
time or courtesy, he hoped it was not asking too 
much of the house to indulge him by an adjourn- 
ment. And the house adjourned. 

Friday, April 3. The house resumed the con. 
sideration of the unfinished business of the morning 
hour, it being the priuting of certain testimony in 
relation to the New Jersey election. 

Mr. Fillmore resumed and concluded his re- 
marks. 

Mr. Crabb entered into some explanations; after 
which he urged strongly that the debate should now 
be closed. 

Mr. Cushing having obtained the floor, said he 
had sought it for some time in order to bring this 
discussion to aclose. He begged leave to say that 
this debate, obstructing, as it did during the morn- 
ing hour, the whole public business, had become a 
public nuisance. He moved the previous question. 
[Cries of **good, good.’’] 

Mr. Campbell, of South Carolina, appealed to 
Mr. Cushing to withdraw the demand for only ten 
minutes; and he pledged himself not to occupy the 
house longer than that time. 

Mr. Wise suggested that his colleague, (Mr. 
Botts), a member of the committee, and who was 
very much interested in this matter in a personal 
view, was not present. Mr. W. did not know what 
the gentleman from South Carolina designed to say, 
but be hoped that, if it was any thing which re- 
quired explanation or reply from his colleague, an 
opportunity would be given for reply. Mr. W. saw 
no reason why the debate should not be arrested 
now. 

After some desultory conversation, Mr. Cushing 
said that, as gentlemen all around him objected to 
his withdrawing the demand for the previous ques- 
tion, he must persist in it. 

And the call for the previous question having 
been seconded, the main question was ordered to be 
taken. 

Mr. Rice Garland proposed to modify his amend- 
ment to read as follows: 

“And that the said committee be instructed to report 
the evidence referred to it on the 6th of March, which 
was delivered to the chairman of the committee pre- 
vious to the report being adopted, and which the ma- 
jority refused to open or send to the speaker to be open- 
ed, in order that it might be considered, and that the 
same be printed.” 

Which proposed modification the speaker decided 
to be out of order. 

And the question being then taken on the first 
branch of the main question, to wit: the amend- 
ment of Mr. Garland, it was rejected. 

On the second branch of the main question, to 
wit: the resolution of Mr. Campbell, that gentle- 
man asked the yeas and nays, which were ordered, 
and being taken were, yeas 147, nays 3. So the 
resolution was adopted. 

Mr. Pickins, on leave, presented certain docu- 
ments from the United States consul at Canton, 
(Mr. Snow), in addition to those already laid be- 
fore the house, which, on motion of Mr. P. were 
referred to the committee on foreign affairs, and 
ordered to be printed. | 

Mr. Lincoln, by unanimous consent, presented, 





in behalf of his colleague, Mr. 4bb0¢ Lawrence, who 
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has been detained from the house for several weeks 
past by severe sickness, the following petitions: 
Of Joseph Balch, president of the Merchants’ 
Insurance company; and the officers of numerous 
insurance companies, merchants, ship masters, ship 
owners and pilots, asking for an appropriation for 
the erection of a light house on Minot’s rock, in the 
harbor of Boston; which was referred to the com- 
mittee on commerce. 

Of John Lilly and others, manufacturers of um- 
brellas and parasols, asking to have the duty restor- 
ed which, by the adjudication of the courts, has 
been held not to be applicable to those articles 
imported into the United States. Referred to the 
committee of ways and means. 

Of Phebe Rogers, of Charlestown, Massachu- 
setts, setting forth that her husband was a head rig- 
gerin the employ of the government in the navy 
yard in Charlestown, when he fell from the fore- 
yard of the ship Independence, and was killed; re- 
presenting also her extreme poverty and distress, 
and asking a provision in her favor. Referred to 
the committee on military affairs. 

Of Elizabeth Sweatt, only suryiving child of 
Benjamin Richards, representing that her father 
was in the service of his country on board of the 
United States brig-of-war Pickering, in the year 
1800, when the vessel was lost with all on board; 
and praying that she may be admitted toa parti- 
cipation in the navy pension fund, to which she has 
been advised that she is entitled. Referred to the 
committee on naval affairs. 

Of the heirs of Bartholomew Trore, late of Charles- 
town, Massachusetts, setting forth the meritorious 
services of their ancestor in the revolutionary war, 
and praying compensation therefor. Referred to 
the committee on revolutionary claims. . 

Of Benjamin Lyon, of Dorchester, Massachusetts, 
representing his revolutionary services, and asking 
to be put upon the roll of revolutionary pensioners. 
Referred to the committee on revolutionary pen- 
sions, 

On leave given, Mr. Briggs offered a resolution 
providing that the rules of the house, as amended, 
be printed; which was adopted. 

The speaker laid before the house sundry packages 
of depositions in relation to the New Jersey elec- 
tion; which, on motion of Mr. Campbell, of South 
Carolina, were referred to the committee on elec- 
tions. 

The house then proceeded to the orders of the 
day, and considered a number of bills, which were 
read a third time and passed. 

Mr. .4dams, by permission, presented the memo- 
rial of F. L. Smith, asking the establishment of an 
agricultural and educational department of the go- 
verninent; which was ordered to be printed. 

All the private bills on the speaker's table having 
been disposed of, on motion of Mr. Brown, of Tenn. 
the house, at half past four o’clock, adjourned. 

Saturday, April 4. The journal baving been read— 

Mr. Jones, of Virginia, asked leave to introduce 
a resolution providing that the civil and diplomatic 
appropriation bill be made the special order of the — 
day for Wednesday next, at 1 o’clock?and on each 
succeeding day, at the same hour, until disposed of, 
to take precedence over all other business. 

Mr. Stanly objected, on the ground that, if the 
resolution was adopted, all private bills would be 
put aside. 

Mr. Jones thereupon moved a suspension of the 
rule, and asked the yeas and nays, which were or- 
dered; and, being taken, were yeas 91, nays 31. 

So (two-thirds of the members. present voting 
therefor) the rules were suspended. 

And the resolution being thus before the house— 

Mr. Jones asked the previous question; which 
was seconded. 

And the main question (being on the adoption 
of the resolution) was ordered to be taken; and, 
being taken, was decided in the affirmative: yeas 
107, nays 53. 

So (two-thirds voting in the affirmative) the re- 
solution was adopted. 

Mr. Tillinghast, on leave, presented the petition 
of Messrs. Brown and Ives and others, of Rhode 
Island, owners of and coi.cerned in navigation, for 
a lighthouse on Sandy Point, in Narragansett bay; 
which, on his motion, was referred to the commit- 
tee on commerce. 

The speaker then proceeded to call the commit- 
tees for reports during the morning hour, which, 
having expired, the rules were suspended for the 
purpose of enabling the call to be completed. 

One hundred and seventy-eight reports were 
made in the whole, chiefly reports and bills con- 
cerning private claims. 

Of a different description, the following appear 
to be the most important: 

By Mr. Beirne, from the committee for the dis- 
triet of Columbia, a bill to continue the corporate 
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existence of the banks in the District of Columbia 
on certain conditions; a bill to incorporate the 
Navy Yard Beneficial society of the city of Wash- 
ington; to incorporate the Washington Building 
and Improvement company; to incorporate the 
Washington City Benevolent society; to incorpo- 
rate the Lafayette Benevolent society. 

By Mr. Adams, from the committee on manufac- 
tures, a bill to increase the duties upon imported 
manufactures of silk; a report against the passage 
of the bill concerning lead imported into the United 
States. 

Mr. Kemble, from the committee on military af- 
fairs, reported without amendment, the senate’s 
Florida settlement bill. 


By Mr. Cushing, from the committee on foreign 
affairs, a bill (accompanied by areport) to provide 
for the satisfaction of claims due to certain Ameri- 
can citizens for spoliations committed on their 
commerce prior to the 31st day of July, 1801. 

The bills above mentioned were severally refer- 
red to committees of the whole. 

The house adjourned at 4 o’clock. 


Monday, April6. The cpeaker laid before the 
house a communication froin the navy department 
covering copies of the correspondence heretofore 
called for in relation to the lighthouse on Flynn’s 
knoll, &c. Referred to the committee on com- 
merce. 

Also, sundry depositions in relation to the New 
Jersey election. Referred to the committee of 
elections. 

This was the day set apart, by the rules, for the 
reception of resolutions, &c. 

At the adjournment cf the house last resolution 
day, an appeal was pending from the decision of the 
chair, and which was taken under the following 
circumstances: In pursuance of notice given, Mr. 
Ruriden had asked leave to introdue a bill providing 
for the continuation of the Cumberland road through 
the states of Ohio, Indiana and Illinois. Mr. Drom- 
goole at that tine objected to the motion for leave 
being put, on the ground that he wished to debate 
it. The speaker thereupon decided that the motion 
for leave to introduce a bill must be subject to the 
restrictions and limitations contained in the rules 
in relation to resolutions, (that is to say, that any 
resolutions giving rise to debate must lie over); 
and decided, therefore, that this motion for leave, 
giving rise to debate must lie over. Mr. Drom- 
goole moved to lay the motion for leave on the ta- 
ble. Mr. Rariden appealed from the decision of 
the chair that the motion for leave to introduce a 
bill, giving rise to debate, must lie over. And the 
question being on the appeal, the previous question 
was moved and seconded, and, pending the main 
question, the house adjournec. And the question 
this morning recurring on the appeal, Mr. Rariden 
moved a call of the house. 

The speaker said the motion Was not in order, 
pending the previous question; but that a call might 
be had by general consent. Which having been 
obtained, the clerk called the roll, when 117 mem- 
bers answered to their names. And the name of 
the absentees having been called, 137 members 
were ascertained to be present. When, on motion 
of Mr. Banks, all further proceedings in the call 
were suspended. And the main question (on the 
appeal) was ordered to be now taken. Mr. Casey 
asked the yeas and nays on the main question; 
which were ordered. And the main question, 
‘shall the decision of the chair stand as the judg- 
ment of the house?’ was then taken, and decided in 
the affirmative: yeas 119, nays 23. So the decision 
of the chair was affirmed. And, thereupon, Mr. 
Rayiden withdrew his motion for leave to introduce 
the said bill. 

The speaker then proceeded to call the state for 
resolutions, commencing where it was suspended 
on the last resolution day, to wit: the states of In- 
diana. 

Mr. Rariden asked the house at this time to take 
up and consider a resolution heretofore offered by 
him, calling on the war department for certain in- 
formation in relation to the officers of the army em- 
ployed in paying Indian annuities, &c. Mr. Banks, 
of Virginia, objected. Mr. Lewis Williams (re- 
marking that the resolution was a very important 
one) asked the yeas and nays; which were ordered, 
and being taken, were yeas 71, nays 79. So the 
rules were not stispended. 


Mr. Reynolds, in pursuance of notice heretofore 
given, asked leave to introduce a bill granting pre- 
emption rights to settlers on the public lands. Ob- 
jection being made—Mr. Reynolds moved a suspen- 
sion of the rule, and asked the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered, and, being taken, were: yeas 67, 
“— 73. So the rules were not suspended. 

r. Crabb moved a suspension of the rule for 
the purpose of taking up a resclution heretofore of- 











fered, providing for an amendment of the constitu- 
tion by which the presidential term shall be limited 
to one year. Mr. C. having explained that his ob- 
ject was to have the resolution referred to the com- 
mittee of the whole on the state of the union, asked 
the yeas and nays on the motion to suspend the 
rule; which were ordered, and, being taken, were: 
yeas 77, nays 61; [not two-thirds.] So the rules 
were not suspended. Numerous other motions 
were made to suspend the rules, for the purpose of 
taking up and considering different resulutions; all 
which motions were rejected by counts or divisions. 

Mr. Doiy, in pursuance of notice, asked leave to 
introduce a bill to provide for the construction of 
harbors in Wiskonsin. Also, a bill in relation to 
the southern boundary of Wiskonsin. Objection 
was made in both cases. 

The states and territories having been called 
through from Indiana, the speaker, by general con- 
sent, recommenced the call with the state of Lou- 
isiana, (being the state above Indiana in the order.) 

Mr. Davis, of Kentucky, in pursuance of notice, 
asked leave to introduce a bill vesting the appoint- 
ment of the district attorneys and marshals of the 
United States in certain courts thereof, and pro- 
viding that the emoluments of the said attorneys 
shall in no case exceed $3,000. Objection was 
made, but withdrawn. And the question being 
put on leave, no qucrum voted. 
asked the yeas and nays, which were ordered, and 
being taken, were: yeas 60, nays 66. So leave 
was refused. 


Mr. Buller, of Kentucky, offered a resolution de- 
claring that so much of the 27th rule as requires 
members addressing the house to confine them- 
selves to the question under discussion, and which, 
for years past, had been obsolete, &c. was essential 
alike to the progress of the public business and to 
the decorum of debate, and ought to be enforced.— 
Mr. B. disclamed any intention to reflect upon the 
speaker. Mr. Wise, mace-objection, but withdrew 
it. Mr. Briggs proposed to amend the resolution 
so as to add to the end thereof the words, ‘and that 
this house will sustain the chair in rigidly enfore- 
ing all its rules.” ; 


Mr. Dawson said that, as he supposed the object 
of the gentleman from Kentucky had been attained 
by offering the resolution, he (Mr. D.) would move 
to lay it on the table. Mr. Atherton asked the yeas 
and nays on that motion. Mr. 4/ford renewed the 
objection. The resolution contained a reflection 
on the speaker, who was not answerable for the 
disorder of this house. Besides he (Mr. A.) did 
not wish to gag the democracy. Mr. Briggs sug- 
gested that the objection was now too late, and that 
the resolution had been received. 

The speaker decided the objection to be in order. 

Mr. Butler thereupon moved a suspension of the 
rule, and asked the yeas and pays,which were 
ordered, and being taken, were: yeas 74, nays 48. 
So (two-thirds not voting therefor) the rules were 
not suspended. 

Mr. Wise (by general consent) presented the pe- 
tition of one hundred and fifty citizens of the United 
States, praying for a revision of the punishment of 
Wim. L. Mckenzie; which, on motion of Mr. W. 
was referred to the committee on the judiciary. 

The whole day was devoted to the consideration 
of resolutions, and a great number were offered. 


Among the resolutions agreed to were the follow- 
ing: 

On motion of Mr. Fillmore, 

Resolved, That the president of the United States be 
requested, if not incompatible with the public interest, 
to communi¢ate to this house any information in the 
possession of the executive department, showing the 
warlike preparations of Great Britain by introducing 
troops into Canada or New Brunswick, or erecting or 
repairing fortifications on the northern or northeast- 
ern boundary, or by preparing naval armaments on 
any of the great northern lakes or the waters connect- 
ed therewith; and, also, what preparations, if any, 
have been made by this government to put the United 
States, and especially the northern and northeastern 
frontier, in a state of defence. 

On motion of Mr. Briggs, 

Resolved, That the committee on manufactures be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of laying 
duties on imported wines, foreign silks, silk worsted 
goods, and such foreign articles of luxury that are now 
duty free as come in competition with the growth of 
our own soil, or the products of our labor, and yield 
no revenue to the government. 

The house adjourned. 


Tuesday, April 7. The speaker laid before the 
house a message from the president of the U. States, 
communicating, with a report of the secretary of 
war, copies of the arrangement entered into be- 
tween the governor of Maine and sir John Harvey 
in March last, through the mediation of gen. Scott; 
which was referred to the committee on foreign af- 


Mr. Davis then | 














Also, a communication from the treasury depart- 
ment, enclosing the statement of the director of the 
mint at Philadelphia; laid on the table, and ordered 
to be printed. 

The bill beretofore reported from the committee 
on manufactures, providing for the suppression of 
frauds on the revenue, having been made the spe- 
cial order for to-day, a conversation ensued between 
Mr, Jones, of Virginia, and Mr. Adams, in relation 
to the postponement thereof to a day certain, (in 
cunsequence of the death of a member of the other 
branch of the national legislature). 

This conversation, of which the reporter could 
hear nothing, was carried on for some ten minutes 
betwen the two gentlemen referred to, and in a re- 
mote corner of the hall. When Mr. Cushing rose 
and inquired of the speaker whether there was any 
question under consideration? There was some cu- 
riosity in his part of the house to know what was 
going on. The result of the matter was, that the 
said bill was made the special order of the day for 
to-morrow week. 

Mr. Hand asked leave to offer a resolution calling 
on the secretary of war to communicate to this house 
what works he considered necessary to be con- 
structed, in order to place the northern frontier and 
northeastern frontier in a proper and permanent 
state of defence. Objection was made. Mr. W. 
Thompson said that, by direction of the committee 
on military affairs, he had addressed a letter to the 
secretary of war, asking precisely the information 
contained in this resolution. Mr. Hand said the 


adoption of the resolution in any event could do no 
harm, 


Mr. Wise said he had offered a resolution yester- 
day, to which he supposed no objection would be 
made, calling on the secretary of war for a full and 
connected system of national defence for all the 
frontiers. Mr. W. was proceeding to make some 
remarks, when several gentlemen rose and inquired 
of the chair bow this debate had gotup. Mr. Prof-: 
fit hoped that this paper war would not be permit- 


.ted to be carried on in this way. 


The speaker having then declared that, objection 
having been made to the introduction of the resolu- 
tion, ali debate was out of order. Mr. Hand mov- 
ed a suspension of the rule, and asked the yeas and 
nays, which were ordered, and, being taken, were 
yeas 98, nays 42. So the rules were suspended. 

Mr. Wise rose and addressed the speaker—when 
a message. was received from the senate, announc- 
ing the death of the hon. Thaddeus Betis, a member 
of that body, and that his funeral would take place 
to-morrow at half past 12 o’clock. 


Mr. Osborne, of Connecticut, then rose and said: 

Mr. Speaker: The sudden and unexpected death 
of my distinquished friend, which has just been an- 
nounced to the house, has filled my heart with grief 
so overwhelming, that I can hardly trust myself to 
pay the usual tribute to his memory. He has been 
taken from his friends, from society, and from the 
councils of the nation, in the meridian of his use- 
fulness and the fullness of his intellect. 

I cannot here attewpt to sketch the character or 
do justice to the eminent talents and manly virtues 
of my deceased friend. He was distinguished for 
acuteness of intellect, vigor of understanding and 
soundness of judgment, no less than for the noble- 
ness of his soul and the probity of his life. 

The deceased was educated to the profession of 
law, and was early brought in contact with the most 
eminent men that have ever adorned the bar of New 
England. It is sufficient to say that he sustained 
and distinguished himself among such men as Dag- 
gett, Sherman, Smith and Sherwood. 

In all the relations of life bis character was mark- 
ed with honor and integrity. He had filled many 
important public trusts in his own state, and was at 
length called to represent her in the higher branch 
of the national legislature. Had _ his life been pre- 
served, he would have become one of its most use- 
ful and distinguished members. But Connecticut 
has again been called to mourn the loss of a distin- 
guished citizen and senator. Let us bow with sub- 
mission to the dispensations of Providence. 

This is not the place to indulge in private griefs. 
I will only say, that a wife has lost a husband, chil- 
dren have lost a father, and a wide circle have lost 
a friend; their only consolation is in the hopes and 
promises of that religion of which the deceased was, 
I trust, a sincere professor. 


Mr. Osborne then submitted the following reso- 
lution: 

Resolved, That this house will attend the funeral of 
the hon. T’haddeus Betts, late a member of the senate 
from the state of Connecticut, to-morrow at half past 
12 o'clock; and, as a testimony of respect for the me- 
mory of the deceased, will go into mourning, and wear 
crape for thirty days. 





fairs, and ordered to be printed. 


The resolution was unanimously agreed to. 
Aud then the house adjourned. 
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CHRONICLE... 

ABOLITION CONVENTION. The abolitionists have had 
“a national convention in Albany, six states being repre- 
sented; at which they nominated James G. Birney for 
the presidency, and a Mr. Earl, of Pennsylvania, for 
the vice presidency. ‘They resolved to have separate 
action and organization, and they would not support 
‘gen. Harrison, tor his Missouri vote, Vincénnes speech, 
and other reasons. 


Arricans. The New York Signal states that one 
hundred and sixty-eight liberated Africans, captured 
by her Brittanic majesty’s schooner Skipjack, are sent 
to Trinidad to be incorporated into her Brittanic majes- 
ty’s 2d West Indian regiment of negroes. 


American staves. Mr. J. Q. Adamson the 6:h in- 
stant, offered resolutions in the house of representatives 
directing the committee on commerce to inquire into 
the subject of the fraudulent use of the American flag 
by foreigners, for the purpose of carrying on the Afri- 
can slave trade with impunity, with power to send for 
persons and papers, and to report a bill for the effectual 
suppression of the abuse of our flag, and the preserva- 
tion of its integrity and honor. 


Banx or Enaiann. The official report from the 10th 
December to the 3d of March last shows: 








Liabilities. - Assets. 
Circulation, £16,673,000 | Securities,  £23,223,000 
Deposites, 7,896,000 | Bullion, 4,271,000 

£24,583,000 | £27,494,000 


Beer root preap. An important discovery is an- 
nounced in Paris of making excellent bread of beet 
root, mixed with a small purtion of potatoe flour. 


Bonaparte. Prince Louis Bonaparte and his second, 
count D’Orsay, were arrested on the 3d of March, 
while making arrangements fora duel with a French- 
man known as the count DeLeon, said to be a natural 
son of Napoleon, whom he very strongly resembles. 
The duel arose out of claim to the recognition of 
relationship by the count, which it seeins the prince 
would notallow. The parties were all arrested on the 
ground at Wimbledon common, near London, taken 
before the magistrate, and held to bail. Mr. Joshua 
Bates became bail for the prince, Mr. Fenton, of Fen- 
ton’s hotel, for the count, and Mr. Francis Baring tor 
count D’Orsay. 


Britisa Queen. The British Queen left the wharf 
at New York on Wednesday afternoon within three 
minutes of the appointed hour, 2 o’clock. ‘The wind 
was strong from the eastward at her departure, but 
before she got to sea we had asevere storm of rain, 
during which the wind came round to the west and 
blew very hard for ashort time. It has continued from 
the same quarter, giving the Queen a fine offing. We 
learn that she carried out the greatest number of let- 
ters that was ever sent from this port—the amount of 
postage exceeding three thousand dollars. 

[N. Y. Com. 

Canats. The ceremony of opening the Tide Wa- 
ter canal, from Columbia to Havre de Grace, is to take 
place on the 2Ist instant. ‘The Cross Cut canal, be- 
tween the Chesapeake and Delaware bays will be 
brougit into more active operation by the completion 
of this improvement, at tne same time that the trade 
of Baltimore will receive a considerable accession. 

A public meeting is called at Philadelphia to take 
measures to obtain a reduction of iol] upon their state 
canals. 

CAPTURE of A SLAVER. We have been shown a 
letter from Kingston, Jamaica, dated the 15th January, 
giving a full and circumstantial account of the capture 
of the Ulysses, a Portuguese brig, said to have been 
built at Baltimore, and employed in the detestable traf- 
fic of slaves. She was captured by the British war 
schooner Skipjack, on the 30th of November, off the 
Isle of Pine on the south side of Cuba, and taken to 
Jamaica. The crew consisted of 16, and there were 
16 others calling themselves passengers. ‘The Ulysses 
was on her eighth voyage, had often been chased by 
men of war,and once by a steain vessel, but always 
contrived to escape until now. 

She took her cargo of 556 slaves, from the river 
Nuna,—from Popo, Sargos, Whydar and Bodgery. 
From the time they left Africa, till the slaves were 
landed at Montego bay, it was just 50 days, during 
which time but 8 died, besides the 15 lost at the time 
of the capture. The confined space in which these 
unhappy slaves were packed during their voyage of 50 
days, is thus described. 1.—Giris’ room, 14 by 15 feet, 
containing 117 persons. 2.—Women’s room, 19 by 
20 feet, containing 107 persons. 3.-——-Men’s room, 20 
by 32 feet, containing 216. 4,—Boy’s room, 13 by 15 
feet, containing 93. 

Whole number on board when the Ulysses was 
taken, 533. ‘To these add 23, who were lost or drown- 
ed, making 556. ‘The room No. 1, contains 2{0 square 
feet, which allows each of the 117 girls a space equal 
to 1 foot wide by 1 foot 9 t-4 inches long! Room No. 
2. allows each woman 1 toot by 3 feet 6 1-2 inches. 
No. 3, allows each of the 216 men but | foot by 2 feet 
11 1-2 inches!! The boys were crowded about as 
cluse as the girls. Such were the accommodations 
provided for 556 naked human beings lor a voyage of 
50 days. 

The writer of the letter is the rev. D. 5S. Ingraham, 
of Jamaica, and his account may be fully relied on. 
The letter will be published at length in the next nuin- 


ber of the Youth’s Cabinet. [N. Y. Gaz. 





CENTENARY OF PRINTING. The Germans are makin 
great preparations to celebrate the fourth centenary o 
the discovery of printing. Leipsic, the central point of 
the literary world, will celebrate this glorious event on 
the 24th, 25:h and 26th of next June, with great splen- 
dor, and Felix Mendlessohn Bartholdy is now writing 
a new oration for the occasion. 


CONNECTICUT ELECTION. The election for 


overnor 
and members of the legislature took place on mee 
theGih inst. The returns received are not yet in full. 


Mr. Ellsworth’s (whig) majority over Mr. Niles (ad- 
ministration) so far, is 4,656—for governor, nineteen of 
the twenty-one senators elected are whigs, and about 
two-thirds of the members of the house. 


Consut Trist. The New York Times announces 
the arrival of consul Trist, and Mr. Smith, his vice 
consul or deputy, at Charleston, in the brig Lancet. 
John Moreland, esq. an American merchant at Ha- 
vana, is to perform the duties of consul during the ab- 
sence of Mr. T'rist, who is said to have given out at 
Havana that he would be back in two months. It 
is added by the Times that Mr. Trist and his deputy 
have come to the United States under process from the 
supreme court, and not by orders from the govern- 
ment. 


CUNARD’S STEAM PACKETS. The Boston Courier says, 
the following is stated to be tke arrangement of Mr. 
Cunard’s steam packets—The Unicora to sail 25th 
of April for Halifax; the Britannia was launched at 
Greenock in February, to sail about the 15ih May; the 
Acadia, Columbia and Caledonia to follow. 


DrrecroR EXPELLED. ‘The board of directors of 
the Harrisburg and Lancaster rail road company, at a 
meeting held on the 2lst ult. formally expelled Mr. 
Simon Cameron, (a member of it) from all association 
with it, as a director of the company. The proceed- 
ing, which is rather-novel in these days, is based on 
the assumption that Mr. Cameron, when examined as 
a witness before 2 committee of the house of repre- 
sentatives, did take an attitude hostile to the interest of 
the stockholders of the company, and ‘“‘did endeavor, 
to the extent of his ability, to injure the character of the 
property of the company, by uatruly representing the 
rail road, of whieh he was a director, as dangerous to 
life and property.” The act of expulsion is set forth 
under seal of the company, and ordered to be pub- 
lished in the newspapers of Philadelpnia, Lancaster 
and Harrisburg. 


Exprutsion. Mr. McElwee, a member of the house 
of representatives of the Pennsylvania legislature, from 
Bedford county, was by a vote of 58 yeas to 26 nays, 
(being more than the two-thirds required by the con- 
stitution), on the 7th instant, expelled that body, for an 
indignity to the house, in having personally insulted 
Mr. Higgins, a member from Northumberland county. 


Frre in Louisvitite. The Louisville Journal of the 
23:h ultimo, gives the following account of the destruc- 
tive fire in that city. 

‘There was a most destructive fire in this city on 
Thursday. It broke out about 12 o’clock on Pearl 
(formerly 3d) street, in the chair manufactory of Mr. 
John Hawkins. From this point it spread with fear- 
ful rapidity in all directions. running south to within 
one door of the post office, corner of Pearl and Market 
streets; north to the corner of Main and Pearl; wesi 
down Main to within two houses of the Bank of Lonis- 
ville; crossing Main and consuming on the east side of 
Main, between Walland Pearl streets, nine stores and 
a boarding house occupied by capizin Bacon. 

Among the sufferers were the tullowing: 

Grocers. Gamble & Lane, insurance $10,000; Row- 
land, Smith & Co. insured; ‘Thomas J. Martin, insured; 
J. S. Chenowith, insured; Jacob Keller & Co. $5,000 
insurance; H. H. Jones & Co. partly insured. Dry 
goods. Anderson & Clendenin, insured; Wm. Gar- 
vin & Co. insured; James Anderson & Co. insured. 
The goods of Messrs. ‘levis & Chew were all remov- 
ed, but they sustained but slight damage. Dennis 
Spurrier, paint store. Four insurance offices. J. W. 
Redding, tailor. John Magness, tailor. A. S. Whit- 
lock & Co. shoes. Charles Gallagher, Wm. Heffer- 
man, and McMoran & McMechen, rectifiers. J. T. 
Clark, book store. Swearington, Grant & Co. queen’s 


ware. Willace & Lithgow, tin and copper smiths. 
Borie, contectioner. Miss Beers, milliner, and a few 
others. 


Among the owners of the lost houses were, James 
Stewart, 1 tenement, insured; Mrs. Breckenridge 3, 
$10,000 insured; John ‘T. Gray, 2; judge Oldham, 1; 
G. W. Merriweather, 2, insured; Addison & Clien- 
denin, 1, do.; James Rudd, 5, no imsurance; Dr. John- 
son, 2; Hughes’ heirs, 1; Mr. Dickson, 1, no insurance; 
Mr. Van Buskirk. 

The total loss of houses and goods is estimated at 
$300,009. Most of the insurances were by the offices 
of this city, the greatest amount taken by any one of- 
fice being $41,000. No doubt is entertained that the 
losses will be promptly paid. | 

Frour traps. ‘There were 254,453 barrels and 
7,821 half barrels of wheat flour, inspected in the city 
of Balttmore, during the quarter ending on the 3ist ult. 
The editor of the Price Current, having made an ex- 
amination, reports this asthe largest quantity of flour 
that was ever inspected in Baltimore, for the same pe- 
riod. ‘The largest quantity previously inspected, in any 
given quarter, wasin 1812, when the inspections of the 
quarter, ending December 31, amounted to 227,331 
bbls. and 14,196 hf. bbls. The next largest of the cor- 








responding quarter of the year’, was in 1826, when the 
inspections of the quarter ending 3lst March amount- 
ed to 175,571, bbls. With our improved communica- 
tions penetrating the Susquehanna region, and thus 
bringing that fruitful region, and through that, the west, 
into closer connection with Baltimore, we may antici- 
pate in coming years a steady increase of the fiour trade 
—-which has always been of great value to the com- 
merce and prosperity of our city. 


Lake TRADE. On the 2list ult. the schooners Iowa 
and Helen Mar, left Huron, Ohio, for Grand ,river, U. 
C. heavily laden with wheat. Large quantites of grain 
were coming to the former place, worth 65 cents. 

The schooner Clyde, of Port Ontario, reached Os- 
wego on the 18th instant, being the first arrival of the 
season. 


Locomotives. Norris, of Philadelphia, has shipped 
another, the ninth, of his large size locomotives for 


England. This is for the Birmingham and Glocester 
rail road. 


Norwicu axp WorcESTER RAIL ROAD. This road 
has just been finished. It unites with the Boston and 
Worcester rail road, and thus completes an unbroken 
rail road communication from Norwich to Boston, 
without a change of cars or baggage. In connection 
with a line of daily steamboats from New York to 
Norwich, it affords the most rapid and agreeable route 
between New York and Boston, at the very reasonable 
fare of five dollars through. This road passes over the 
most extensive manufacturing district in Connecticut, 
and terminates in one equally extensive in Massachu- 
setts. [N. Y. Sun. 


Storm aT MoBILe, AND LOSS OF LIFE. There wasa 
storm of wind and rain at Mobile and vicinity, on the 
evening of the 24th ult. which was marked with ui- 
usual violence, and besides doing much damage to pro- 
perty in the city and vicinity, is known to have caused 
one death, if not more, and to have caused much in- 
jury to several other persons. ‘The Mobile Chronicle 
states that large trees were torn up, and buildings pros- 
trated by the force of the storm. The rain fell, the 
while in torrents. ‘The dwelling of Mr. Jacob Page, 
father-in-law of one of the editors of that paper,—a 
good two story frame building—was unable to with- 
stand the blast, and buried three of the family beneath 
its ruins. The wife of Mr. Page was killed—one of 
his daughters dangerously wounded—and one of his 
sons badly. ‘The father returned home—to find his 
house desolate, and himself suddenly bereaved of 
hearth and home by this extraordinary dispensation. 

A part of the nunnery on Spring Hill, was blown 
down and several of its inmates sustained personal in- 
jury.—The ware house occupied by C. A. Gilbert, on 
Water street, was overthrown; and report says, the 
home of col. Smoot, below town, received great da- 
mave by the storm. [Pat. 4th. 


_ SUNDAY TRAVELLING. A judicial decision of some 
interest to those who furnish means and appliances for 
Sunday travelling, was lately had at Philadelphia. “In 
a case before the district court, to recover damages fur 
injury done to a pair of horses by several young men 
who bad engaged themor se Sabbath, judge Stroud 
ordered a non-suit to be ertered, on the ground that 
contracts made for the performance of work on the 
Sabbath was not lega!, and therefore the plainuff could 
not sustain his case.” 


Vero in Misstsstprt. Governor McNutt recently 
transmitted a veto message to the legislature of Missis- 
sippl, which, for its brevity, if not for the order or ar- 
rangement of its reasons, might serve as a model for 
all similar state papers. It is in the following words: 
To the house of representatives: 

Veto message. [return to the house for further ac- 
tion, a bill entitled “an act to amend an act to conler 
the power of justices and notaries on the president of 
the board of police and fur other purposes,” with the 
following objections: 

First, 1t is unconstitutional. Second, It is inexpe- 
dient. Third, It is unnecessary. 

A. G. McNutt. 


Executive department, city of Jackson, Feb. 22. 


Woop acquitrep. The trial of James Wood, at 
Philadelphia, for the murder of his daughter Sarah Ann 
Peak, last autumn was closed on Saturday night at 
10 o’clock, the jury bringing in a verdict of “not 
GUILTY on the ground of insanity” ' 

‘The Pennsylvanian says the trial was terminated 
somewhat sooner tha.# was expected, the case having 
been submitted to the jury without argument and un- 
der merely a charge from the court; ai the instance of 
Messrs. Johnston and Brooke on the part of the com- 
monwealth. 

The evidence to sustain the ground of insanity was 
regarded as‘so great as not to require discussion on 
either side, and the evidence was followed by a brief 
charge from judge King, after which the jury retired 
about ten minutes, and returned wiih the verdict given 
above. Wood remains in the custody of the court 
under the act of assembly providing for such cases, 
and will be immediately removed from prison to a 
lunatic asylum, there to be confined as long as his con- 
dition may seem to require, 

The Leger says “his wife and eldest son Frederick, 
attended the unfortunate man ever since his trial com- 
menced. ‘There was no change in his countenance 
when the verdict was announced, and he sat as coldly 
and stoical upon his chair as if he was dead to the 
world.” [| Baltimore Post. 
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